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Further Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Egypt. 


Part XXX. 


No. 1. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Egerton. 

(No. 297.) 

gi r> Foreign Office, July 1, 1889. 

M. WADDING TON asked me to-day whether I had anything further to say with 
respect to Egypt, and said that he had communicated my offers to the French Govern¬ 
ment, which, so far, were regarded by them as satisfactory. I replied that he must have 
misunderstood, as I had made no offers, and not even made use of the word. I had 
informed him that the Cabinet were willing to consider suggestions within the principle 
of the Wolff Convention, but 1 had expressly stated that I could pledge myself to no 
details. He had dwelt much on the idea of our retiring to Alexandria with an 
announcement that it was an earnest ot our ultimate evacuation, but I had not 
encouraged it. I also pointed out to him that, apprehensive as I was of some mistake 
arising in respect to the tenour of our conversation, I had proposed to him to put 
my views definitely in the form of a despatch addressed to himselt; but that he had 
strongly discouraged such a step. I said, therefore, that if there had been any 
misunderstanding, the responsibility was not with me. 

I dwelt upon this point, because I had been informed that, in conversation with 
several other persons, both M. Waddington aud the authorities of the horeign Office in 
Paris had represented themselves as having obtained concessions from the English 

Government. _ t ... 

I then added I feared the matter was not even so favourable for negotiation as it 
had been three weeks ago. Two circumstances seemed to offer a special impediment at 
the present time to any arrangement for accelerating the withdrawal of the British 
troops. The first of these circumstances was the attack upon the Egyptian forces by an 
invading band of Dervishes, which was sufficient to prove that the external dangci ot 
Egypt had not yet ceased to exist. The other circumstance was the fact that the French 
Government had insisted on mixing together the question of British occupation and the 
conversion of Egyptian debt, and in pursuance of that policy had refused to consent to 
the conversion of the Egyptian debt, because the British Government would not abandon 
the position they had always taken up with respect to the occupation ot Egypt. 1 had 
informed him, on behalf of the Cabinet, in reply to his first overtures, that Hci Majesty s 
Government must absolutely decline to mix up the two questions together. I lie step 
which had been taken by the French Government had made it impossible tor Her 
Majesty’s Government to continue the present discussion any further without seeming to 
the world to offer some terms in respect to their occupation of Egypt as the price by 
which conversion was to be obtained. _ . 

M. Waddington, in reply, expressed his extreme regret at this termination ot our 
pourparlers. He hoped that some later occasion might occur on which further advances 
might be made towards a solution of the question, which was the only one taht really 
separated the two Governments. But he feared that no opportunity would be found so 
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favourable as that which was now being allowed to slip by. In defence of the action of 
his Government in connecting the two questions together, he stated that their affinity 
had first been solemnly laid down by the British Government itself. In 1884, Lord 
Granville had made an agreement upon questions of finance a sine qud non of certain 
promises with respect to the retirement of British troops. The French Government had 
only relied upon this precedent, and followed it in asking for a political concession as 
the consideration for their concurrence in a financial operation. 

I replied that, in my judgment, the circumstances were wholly dissimilar, and that 
our course could in no degree be shaped by the considerations which had influenced 
Lord Granville in 1884. In conclusion, I observed that the loss of the conversion was 
to the English Government, as far as regarded their own interest, a matter of little 
moment; but the French Government would have to bear in the face of the Egyptian 
people the responsibility of depriving them of resources which the country sorely 
needed. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 2. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 2.) 

(Private.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, July 2, 1889. 

THE Sultan has not yet seen me as he intended about the Egyptian question, 
but I am informed that he is much preoccupied with it, and it is not unlikely that 
the French will take advantage of the present juncture to misrepresent us in his eyes 
with regard to what has passed between your Lordship and M. Waddington. If 
His Majesty knew the real truth, we should no doubt be the gainers in his eves. 

I have reason to believe that Montebello keeps up active communications from 
Paris with the Palace. His Excellency is expected back shortly. 


No. 3. 

Mr. Clarice to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 3, 9*30 a.m.) 

(No. 103.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 3, 1889, 9T2 a.m. 

GRENFELL has received following from officer commanding at Haifa:— 

“ Severe action at Arguin. Enemy made determined attempt to eifect lodgment 
on river bank. Completely beaten off now. Enemy’s loss very heavy, certainly 
500 killed, numerous desertions, one gun captured for certain, and, I think, one left 
somewhere in village; about fifty to sixty enemy’s horses killed. Our loss : Nason, 
gun-shot wound thigh; Cunningham, slight spear wound wrist. About 70 killed and 
wounded. Action extended over 7 miles, so cannot give as yet further particulars. 
Troops, as usual, behaved well, and I believe enemy has gone north. I expect more 
fighting to-morrow.” 


No. 4. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 40.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 3, 1889, 11*10 A.M. 

YOUR private telegram of yesterday. 

You may say, in the briefest summary of our conversations, that Her Majesty’s 
Government have informed French Government that they do not sec their way to 
any arrangement, at present, going beyond the principle of the Wolff Convention. 
They have also informed French Government that the conversion of the Egyptian Debt 
and the stay of the British troops in Egypt are two separate questions, which cannot 
be mixed up together; and that no serious discussion with respect to the latter could 
ever be undertaken except in communication with the Sultan. 
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No. 5. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 3, 12*40 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 3,1889, 11*20 a.m. 

WODEHOUSE was engaging the enemy all day yesterday, which ho encountered 
near Argin. His force consisted of three black battalions, squadron of cavalry, 
camel corps, and mule battery. A running fight ensued in the northern direction. 

Enemy was prevented from making lodgment on river, but more fighting 
further north of Wady Haifa is expected to-day. No Dervishes now reported at Matuka 
Camp, 12 miles south of Wady Haifa. 

Our loss—Nason, thigh-wound, bullet extracted, doing well. Cunningham 
slightly wounded. Seventy Egyptian army killed and wounded. Enemy’s losses 
are estimated at 500 killed and wounded, also sixty horses. Numerous deserters 
coming in. One gun captured. Egyptian army behaved well. No estimate of enemy’s 
force has been received. 


No. G. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 3, 2 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 3, 1889. 

REFERRING to my telegram of to-day, Wodehouse telegraphs, 3 a.m. : 
“ Bivouacked in square last night. Cavalry, early in the morning, report enemy in 
hills going to the north. Cavalry and camel corps engaged on flank, and clinging 
to him. Gun-boat patrolling river. 500 taken prisoners.” 


No. 7. 

Mr. Clarice to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 4, 11*15 A.M.) 

(No. 105.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 4, 1889, 10*50 A.M. 

FULL information was telegraphed yesterday to the War Office respecting 
military operations at Wady Haifa. It is possible that Nejumi, although about a 
quarter of his whole force has been destroyed, may elude Egyptian troops and 
endeavour to make his way to Bimban, a few miles north of Assouan. The district 
round Bimban is reported to bo disaffected. General commanding has accordingly 
telegraphed this morning advising the immediate dispatch of 500 English infantry to 
Assouan. 

General Grenfell states that Sir E. Baring, before leaving, concurred in the 
advisability of sending a British regiment to Assouan should circumstances require it. 
General Grenfell and Staff leave to-morrow for Assouan. 


No. 8. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, July 4.) 

(No. 279. Ext. 105.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 4, 1889. 

FULL information was telegraphed to the War Office yesterday by Major-General 
do Montmorency respecting the military operations at Haifa. 

From the news received by General Grenfell it seems possible that Wad-el- 
Nejumi, although about a quarter of his whole force has been destroyed, may elude 
the Egyptian troops and endeavour to make his way to Bimban, a few miles north of 
Assouan. The district round Bimban is reported to be disaffected. 

In consequence of this news General de Montmorency has telegraphed this 
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morning to the Secretary of State for War recommending the immediate dispatch of 

500 English infantry to Assouan. . 

General Grenfell informs me that Sir E. Baring, before leaving, concurred in the 
advisability of sending a British regiment to Assouan should circumstances require it. 
General Grenfell and his Staff leave for Assouan to-morrow. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. S. CLARKE. 


No. 9. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War. 

(Received July 4, 11'50 AM.) 

(Telegraphic.) Can0 > JullJ 4 ' 1889} 11 A ' M ‘ 

WODEHOUSE reports in fuller detail. « , 

Dervish force consisted of 3,500 lighting men, besides large number of slaves, Ac. 
He states that about a quarter of this force was destroyed m fighting on 2nd, 
which was very severe and of determined character. Remainder of Dervish force 
reported to be in hills, and still moving northwards, rear being pressed by Egyptian 
mounted troops. River watched by gun-boat. Deserters report object is Bimban, to 
which place it is stated Ncjumi has been invited by leading inhabitants. 

Sirdar considers that he might be obliged to divert portions of Egyptian forces 
from Assouan in consequence of this reported treachery of civil population. 

I propose, on Sirdar’s urgent request, to send up 500 British infantry to Assouan 
at once. Before leaving Egypt, Baring concurred in this. 


Ho. 10. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) 4 ’ 18S9 ‘ 

Government approve of sending troops to Assouan, but they should be withdrawn 
at the earliest possible moment. 


No. 11. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State foi 
(Received July 5, 12'30 P.H.) 


War.— 


(Telegraphic.) , . Cair0 ’ Juh -> 5 ’ 1889 ’ 1V 40 A - M< 

Enem^ stationed°iu intrenched position in desert hills on west bank. °J>smw c d, 
and prevented from water by Wodehouse. Suffering greatly from want of water. 
Dispatch of troops to Assouan, approved by your telegram of yesterday, will 
carried out only if further Dervish movement renders it, necessary. 


No. 12. 

Sir E. Baring to the Marquis of Salisbury. —(Received July 6.) 

(No. 266.) Cairo, June 27, 1889. 

My IN former years, as your Lordship is doubtless aware, most of the principal 
countries Eg Important 5 interests in Egypt possessed tlrorr own spec,al post-oflic® 

country given this tSU and 

the A„ a stiu Ge™ J t htve ^"agreed to relinquish their post-office in Egypt. 


1 




5 

The only post-office now left is the French, but I fear there is no immediate prospect 
of the French Government consenting to its abolition. 

I have, Ac. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 13. 

Sir E. Raring to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Rerriml Ju'i/ 0.) 

(No. 2CS.) 

My Lord, ^ ^ Cairo, June 28, 1SS9. 

1 JLAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch 
No. 183 of the 51h instant. 

Colonel Kitchener is at present absent from Egypt. Sir Francis Grenfell is about 
to leave Cairo for Upper Egypt. Ilis time is very fully occupied with the preparations 
necessary to repel the attack on the southern frontier, wliic h see ns to be impending. 
I have not, therefore, thought it necessary to ask for his observations on the letter 
Iroin Major Watson, inclosed in your Lordship's despatch under reply. Neither, 
indeed, does it appear to me to be necessary to enter into any lengthy discussion about 
events which now possess a merely historical interest. 

I may say, however, that, 1 have read Major Watson’s remarks with attention, 
and I sec nothing in them to modify the views which I have expressed in former 
despatches. There does not appear to me to be any substantial difference between the 
policy pursued by Major Watson at Suakin, and that subsequently continued by 
Colonel Kitchener. It was not indeed the duty of cither of these officers to adopt an 
independent policy of their own. They followed the general lines of conduct laid 
down to them by their superior authorities at Cairo. Such difference , as arose in the 
execution of the policy prescribed for them wero merely matters of dot til, and such as 
the altered circumstances of the local situation rendered necessary. 

L have, &e. 

(Signed) E. BARING. 


No. 14. 


The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Sicrelary of State foi War .— 

(Received July G, 3’36 r.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) ('/tiro, July 6, 1889. 

SIRDAR and Staff left last night frontier. Situation on the frontier practi¬ 
cally unchanged. Numerous desertions from enemy yesterday. 


No. 16'. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for f Far .— 

( Received July 7, 2'30 r.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 7, 1889, 1*45 P.M. 

WODEHOUSE telegraphs 6th July as folloAvs :— 

Saw enemy clearly for first time at 4 p.m. to-day, describing a long thick line 
about 2 miles long. He estimates strength at 5,000, Avith 300 camels. They are 
moving slowly northerly. 

Wodehouse is not strong enough to attack, hut is following with available troops 
in steamers. 

A message just received, dated Serrali, 9 am., 7th July, reports having again 
seen enemy and confirming above estimate, lie recommends collection of strong force 
at Assouan. 

I am in communication with Sirdar, and will report more full* later; meantime, 
request authority to hold in readiness, Avlicn transport is available at present employed 
by Egyptian troops, 500 more British infantry, mounted infantry, and squadron of 
cavalry. 

First 500 infantry start to-morrow. 
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No. 10. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 7, 6*45 p.m.) 


(No. 106.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 7, 1889, 3T5 P.M. 

LATEST news from Wady Haifa causes some anxiety. Wodchouse estimates 
Dervish force as about 5,000, and states that it continues advancing slowly north, 
avoiding river as much as possible; he is not strong enough to attack enemy unless 
some very favourable opportunity occurs, and can only delay their movements by 
stopping them from coming down to coast for water supplies, ne telegraphs advising 
as strong a force as possible to he got together at Assouan. 

Number of prisoners now reaches about 1,000, and constitutes a great difficulty 
to Wodehouse, owing to heavy guard duties and consumption of rations. 

General commanding now recommends dispatch to Assouan of a larger British 
force than was at first proposed. 


No. 17. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, July 7.) 

(No. 286. Ext. 106.) 

Mv Lord, Cairo, July 7, 1SS9. 

I 1IAYE the honour to report that the latest news which has been received from 
Wady Haifa with regard to the military operations against the Dervishes causes some 
anxiety hero. 

In his telegrams to the Egyptian head-quarters Colonel Wodehouse estimates the 
Dervish force at about 5,000, and states that it continues advancing north, avoiding 
the river as much as possible. He docs not consider himself strong enough to attack 
the enemy unless some very favourable opportunity occurs, and can only delay their 
movements by endeavouring to stop them from coming down to the river for their 
water supplies. 

He advises as strong a force as possible to he got together at Assouan. The 
number of prisoners already reaches about 1,000, and constitutes a great, difficulty to 
Colonel Wodehouse, owing to heavy guard duties and consumption of rations. 

General dc Montmorency has informed me that lie has now recommended the 
dispatch to Assouan of a larger British force than that which was at first proposed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLAltKE. 


No. 18. 

Memorandum by Mr. J. S. Oswald.—(Received July 8.) 

THE following notes are gathered from contact with Maliommedans in Egypt and 
Arabia. 

The Sheikh El-Seuoussi is by birth a Magrabin, or native of Northern Africa. 
His father lived many years at Mecca, was exiled thence to Barka, on the confines of 
Tripoli, by the Turkish*Government. He was a zealous reformer of the Mahommcdau 
religion, and had he lived, would have caused endless trouble in Islam, the present 
Sheikh is known to be less powerful aud ambitious. 

The tenets of the Senoussi sect are secret. They hold most powerful sway in 
Islam. There are emissaries and agents in every mosque aud bazaar in Egypt and 
Arabia. The majority of his followers are educated, well-informed men, strict 
religionists, but fanatical to a degree. 

It is very generally believed that by birth, position, and a combination oi 
circumstances, the late Sheikh (and to a lesser extent the present) had more real 
claims to the title than any one living. Even now, were Senoussi to declare lumsclf 
Mahdi, many thousands in all parts of Islam would instantly accept him. His life is 
most austere. None but his closest followers can approach him, he beiug veiled from 


sight. He would seem to care nothing for the world, yet all that concerns Islam is 
reported to him by his emissaries. 

His chief followers are amongst the Magrabins and the Western Soudanese, the 
tribes of Darfour, Bornu. &c. 

The influence of the sect has greatly spread since the rebellion in the Soudan. 
The Mahdi, after the fall of Khartoum, acknowledged Senoussi’s position, and invited 
him to become his Vizier. Senoussi refused all overtures, and declared the Mahdi an 
impostor. The Khalifa Abdulla, on his succession, renewed the overtures, but 
Senoussi then incited the tribes in Western Soudan to resist the Khalifa, and to 
disown his pretensions. 

There is little doubt that the Mahdiists have been beaten and driven out of Darfour 
and Kordofan. Omdurman, the new Mecca of the Mahdiists, was long ago abandoned. 
Khartoum is defenceless, and no longer held as the capital. Its capture by the 
Darfour tribes is certain. I believe it has already fallen into their hands. 

The situation, to my mind, is full of difficulties and danger. Although Senoussi 
has only given moral support thus far, the movement is everywhere spoken of as his. 
It is probable the tribes wane led by emissaries from Senoussi. It is certain that he is 
the recognized leader. And if Khartoum, the ancient capital of the Soudan, is 
captured by Senoussiites, the tribes will join in submission to Senoussi as Sultan or 
as Mahdi, as lie may choose. He is thus far peacefully inclined, but he has no 
thought or care for trade. Religion alone occupies him, and I fear everything will be 
sacrificed to religious frenzy. As Ruler of the Soudan, acknowledging neither Sultan 
nor Khedive, but rivalling both, he would he a constant menace to Egypt, necessitating 
our guarding both frontiers with British troops. Egyptians alone could not, I fear, 
be trusted. Blacks arc ever ready to fight Mahdiists and Dervishes as destroyers 
of the Soudan and impostors, hut Mussulmans w'ould not as readily light against 
Senoussi, whose influence in Egypt is far deeper Ilian is generally known. 

I am not discrediting the courage or loyalty of the Egyptian army, but wnr 
against Senoussi and the Darfour tribes would try them far more than past campaigns 
against Mahdiists. 

The Sultan of Turkey would seem to view the Senoussi movement with alarm, 
fearing rivalry in his position as Caliph. He endeavours to maintain feelings of 
friendship, but Senoussi, I believe, does not really reciprocate. Dervish Pasha, in 
Egypt, carries on intrigues with Senoussi’s agents, but the Turks arc amongst the chief 
enemies of reformed religion. 

The French are, I believe, cordially disliked, and their recent prohibition of 
Algerine and Tunisian pilgrims to Mecca will incite intense ill-will and greatly 
strengthen Senoussi’s hands. According to the tenets of Mussulman religion no 
Christian Government has the moral power to prohibit its Mahommedan subjects 
from making the pilgrimage to Mecca. This pilgrimage is a sacred and compulsory 
duty, often the task of a lifetime to fulfil, and it is most injudicious of the French 
Government to forbid its subjects undertaking it. At one time the danger of infectious 
diseases spreading to Europe is the pretext. At another, the question of nationality 
and jurisdiction over Algerians and Tunisians resident in the Ottoman Empire is 
made excuse for forbidding French subjects to go upon pilgrimages. By this 
arbitrary and unwise policy they arc alienating the natives ot Northern Africa, and 
spreading religious discontent and silent rebellion. England alone has shown herself 
truly capable of governing Maliommedans. India and the British Empire are declared 
l>y the highest authorities in Islam “ l)ar-ul-Salaam,” the country of peace. The 
Queen is recognized almost as much as the Sultan of Turkey as protector of their faith. 
England alone is looked to for religious toleration, and to my mind her responsibilities 
and duties arc every day becoming heavier throughout Islam, and specially in Africa. 
But no country can meet the task as w r e can, and to make it easier we should make 
friends of the reformers of the Mahommedan religion. If Senoussi can bo impressed 
w ith our power in the world, the justice of our rule as sliowm in India, the good we 
are doing in Egypt, and our objects in remaining there till it becomes a Pow'er of itself 
free from the domination of the Turks and from the pernicious influence of foreign 
capitalists and speculators, all his widespread and powerful influence might be w r on 
over to us. 

I strongly incline to a Secret Mission to his head-quarters. It is difficult in the 
extreme. If know n, it would create ill-will in France, but I think it would be worth 
all the danger and risk. There are loyal and able Maliommedans in India, and 
perhaps too in Egypt, who could join such a Mission, but I ivouhl not trust wliolly to 
them. One or two English officers of experience and tried ability should be sent secretly, 










■under pretext of travelling or shooting, to Scnoussi liimsclf, preceded hy letters from 
influential partizans in Arabia, Egypt, and Turkey. These letters are necessary for 
safe-conduct. I do not think there is absolute danger to such Mission. The present 
Sub-Governor of Suakin, an educated Egyptian, escaped from Kafr Do war on the 
approach of British troops and went the desert route to Scnoussi as apartizanof Arabi 
Pasha; he was well received, and remained some weeks with the friends of Scnoussi. 
This official, whose name I forget, was up Nile with Sir Charles Wilson, speaks 
Erencli, Arabic, and Turkish, is loyal as his class of Egyptians go, but I would not 
place too much trust in him. 

Egyptian camcl-dealers or traders would with two or three i rusted Mussulmans 
form escort enough for an English Mission. 

I inc lin e to think Scnoussi might favour moderation (if not suppression) of 
slavery. The natives of Northern Africa are not bigoted about slaves. They cannot 
easily'obtain them. Senoussi’s edict against the Mahdi, and the fact that Darfour and 
other tribes are against slavery, and the Balir-Ghazal tribes fighting for freedom from 
it, are all in our favour. The Sultan of Turkey never can nor will suppress slavery, 
lie dare not. His Eirmans fordidding it are set at naught. Turkish officials are all 
privy to slave-dealing. The chief market would bo Constantinople if there were 
freedom of the trade. If Darfour tribes conquer the Soudan, slavery will no longer be 

He r*yn»qp 

(Signed) .1. S. OSWALD. 

July 5, 1889. 


No. 19. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, July 8, 1889. 

YOURS 7th. 

You have authority to hold troops in readiness as proposed. 


No. 20. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 

(Received July 8 , 2'35 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 8 , 1889, 1'35 A.M. 

SIRDAR concurs in holding troops mentioned in my telegram of this day 
[? yesterday] in readiness to proceed: 1,000 infantry aud mounted troops can 
be spared from force in Egypt, but any further dispatch of British troops south¬ 
ward, necessitated by further development of situation, would bring question of 
increase of Army of Occupation under consideration. Sirdar reaches Assouan on 9tli, 
he will then be in a position to estimate situation fully. 

In considering question, except Wodehouse’s Blacks, there is no real efficient 
striking force of Egyptians on the Nile. Assouan garrison will, however, be 
strengthened by one Black battalion from Suakin in about a fortnight. 


No. 21. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 8, 12’30 P.M.) 

(No. 35.) 

(Telegraphic.) Constantinople, July 8,1889, noon. 

M. It ADO WITZ has returned from leave, and I presume that the Commercial 
Treaty negotiation will be now taken up with activity. I have not spoken to his 
Excellency upon the subject, but your Lordship may be in possession of informa¬ 
tion from Berlin with regal’d to the Article concerning Egypt which has not reached 
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No. 22. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 9, !• 10 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 9, 1889, 1*5 p.m. 

WODEHOUSE, from Adendan, at 5'30 p.m. 8th, reports enemy opposite 
him. Is preventing his watering as far as possible with cannon and rifle firing 
Casualties yesterday : one man killed, seven wounded. ~ 


No. 23. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War. _ 

(Received July 10, 9‘30 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) . Cairo, July 10, 1889, 7 A.M. 

SIRDAR reports, in addition to facts already reported, as follows:— 

Last estimate of force 6,000 men, with 800 camels, carrying provisions, guns, 
&c.; supposed object Bimban, occupied by 3,000 people, considered disaffected. 

Present abstinence from engaging Wodehouse would denote wish to reserve 
force until object reached. Wodehouse moves on its flank with three Black battalions, 
but not strong enough to attack. I have two Eellaheen battalions available to move 
southward, leaving one battalion at Assouan, one Black battalion arriving from 
Suakin on 22nd. 

Wodehouse moving parallel to enemy, has all available transports above Assouan, 
which I consider he should retain under all circumstances. I cannot say for certain, 
that I can organize a strong enough force to meet Nejumi at any intermediate point 
between [ ? ] and present position. A strong force should be in a position to 

attack Dervishes when object is defined; this force should consist of two English 
battalions, squadron of cavalry and mounted infantry, and all available Egyptian 
troops. Assouan must bo properly protected, including English artillery. 

Difficulties may arise from eastern desert owing to co-operation with movement. 
March appears possible, considering his small wants, number of camels, together with 
rumoured assistance from disaffected population, but seems certain he could never 
return. Sirdar’s request for British troops is being complied with, which will give 
him British force which lie now considers necessary to meet Nejumi with. 

Taking into consideration the comparatively untried portion of the Egyptian army, 
present native feeling of apprehension, disaffected state of portion of Upper Egypt, 
dangerous position of Wodohouse’s forces, I consider that one English battalion 
should be in readiness to supplement Sirdar’s force, and should, if necessary, be 
moved to Assiout and Keneli, where it will have good effect, one battalion and dep6t 
of battalion, Upper Nile, should be stationed at Cairo, Alexandria, ‘respectively, 
I would therefore ask for two battalions from Malta. Equipment to bo sent here 
as soon as possible. Wodehouse estimates Dervishes’ rate of marching at 8 miles 
daily, would take twenty days to reach Bimban. 


No. 24. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 10, 12*30 p.m.) 

(No. 107.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10,1889, 11*20 A.M. 

GENERAL commanding considers Wodehouse’s force is in a difficult position; 
that very much reliance cannot be placed on Fellah battalions, which at present 
alone constitute force under General Grenfell, and that a British support should 
be ready in case of need for British troops now on their way up to Assouan. He 
therefore suggests that two British battalions should be added to present force in 
Egypt. 
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No. 25. 

Mr. Clarice to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, July 10.) 

(No. 287. Ext, 107.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 10, 1889. 

GENERAL DE MONTMORENCY informed me this morning that lie considers 
that the force under the command of Colonel Wodehouscis in a difficult position; that 
very much reliance cannot he placed upon the Ecllahecn regiments, which at present 
alone constitute the force under General Grenfell; and that, in his opinion, a British 
support should be ready, in case of need, for the British troops who arc now on then 
way up to Assouan. 

In view of these facts, he has suggested to the Secretary of State for >Y ar tha 
the present force in Egypt should be augmented by two British battalions. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLARKE. 


No. 26. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War.— 
(Received July 10, 12*45 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10, 1889, 12 40 p.m. 

WODEHOUSE reports from Adendan, moving north in compact mass, there, 
are conclusive proofs of communication between Bimban and Dervish foice. 

Sirdar wires:— . 

“As I shall be fully occupied, hope you will come up m command ot British 

trooPj'should, like to leave for Assouan, if approved, Tuesday, 16tli. Have informed 
Dormer of situation and recalled all officers. 


No. 27. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(Meg^hfc.) Foreign Office July 10,1880, 2'20 p.m 

GERMAN Ambassador yesterday informed me that the clauso respecting the 
application of the German Treaty to the whole Turkish Empire had been agreed upon 

between Germany and the Porte. . . 

He read it to me; and, as far as I could judge, it simply provided against 
smuggling from the provinces which were not under the Treaty to those which 
were. 

Bulgaria and Egypt were not mentioned by name. 


No. 28. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office July 10,1889, 6 p.m. 

THE Turkish Ambassador, in speaking to mo to-day of the desire ot the sultan 
to reopen negotiations in regard to Egypt, read a telegram stating that the point 
requiring modification in the Wolff Convention, and the manner m which that 
modification might be brought about, had been several tunes explained to your Excel¬ 
lency. I said I had no recollection of any definite proposals having been made to 
you, but would inquire. 
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No. 29. 


The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 


(telegraphic.) 

YOUR two telegrams of 10th. 


War Office, July 11, 1889. 


Two battalions put under orders. Quartermaster-General will inform you of 
details. Your departure for Assouan, had better wait Dormer’s decision, who will 
doubtless be at Cairo before the 16th. Make every reasonable effort for the comfort 
of European troops at Assouan. 


No. 30. 


The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War.— 
(Received July 11, 11*59 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 11, 1889. 

WODEHOTJSE reports Dervishes made 7 miles yesterday, and are now 3 miles 
south of Abu Simbel, outside Belanga, which lie is holding with 9th and 10th 
Battalions; 13th in support on island. Mounted troops on east bank; Camel Corps 
enforcing clearance of crops as far as Toski. Information obtained from deserters: 
Dervishes very much exhausted, and numerous stragglers are dying from starvation* 
and that Nejumi is advancing against the advice of his Emirs; they had heard of 
movement of British troops. 


No. 31. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for Trar.— 
(Received July 11, 9*30 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 11, 1889, 8*35 p.m. 

SIRDAR wires 

“After long conversation with Wodehouse on the wire to-day, I consider 
that the possibility of Nejumi reaching Bimban is very remote, and that no more 
English troops than the Welsh Regiment, the Royal Irish Rifles, and 20th Hussars 
are likely to be required.” 

Until Sirdar can report collapse of Nejumi, or of his having severely handled 
him, I do not advocate stopping preparations for dispatching the forces asked for 
in my telegram of 10th. 


No. 32. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Consul Barnham. 

(Secret.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 12, 1889, 11*50 A.M. 

REPORT as soon as possible by telegram your opinion, independent of the 
military authorities, on the state of affairs at Suakin. Is the departure of the black 
troops likely to encourage the tribes to renew their attacks ? 


No. 33. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 12, 9 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) _ _ Cairo, July 12, 1889, 7*20 p.m. 

WODEIIOUSE this morning reports Nejumi preparing to move north from camp 
3 miles south of Abu Simbel. One hundred deserters have come in since yesterday. 
He estimates total loss of Dervishes since 2nd July at 2,500, including deserters 
and prisoners As march of Dervishes is slow, and heat at Assouan excessive, only 
squadron, two mule guns, start to-night; mounted infantry, two mule guns, and the 
Welsh Regiment held in readiness with transport required at Assiout. 
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No. 34. 

Consul Barnham to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 12, 10 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Suakin, July 12, 1889, 7‘30 P.M. 

BLACK troops left to-day. 

I think their removal was unwise, although Suakin is not immediately threatened. 
The fact that small Dervish force near Agwhamtri [sic] two days’ march north 
has been reinforced shows that they have not forgotten the Bed Sea ports. 

New policy of employment of Hadendowalis to capture Tokai is liable to irritate 
friendly tribes, drive them to join Osman, and encourage him to attack Suakin. 
(See my letter of 10th instant to Cairo.) 


No. 35. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 13.) 

(No. 277. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 4, 1889. 

WITH reference to Sir Evelyn Baring’s despatch No. 241, Secret, of the 31st 
May last, I have the honour to transmit herewith to your Lordship the decision, as 
published in the “ Journal Officiel ” of the 1st instant, of the High Court of Discipline, 
in the matter of the charges brought agaiust Ibrahim kasha Tcntik, the Governor oi 
the Suez Canal. Your Lordship will sec that the Court has sentenced Ibrahim Pasha 
Tewfik to dismissal from the Service, but that his right to a pension has not been 
forfeited. 

This sentence is generally considered as being far too lenient, and I believe that 
ltiaz Pasha himself has expressed considerable dissatisfaction with the decision of the 

Great pressure has been brought to bear in this matter by the friends of Ibrahim 
Pasha Tewfik, and the light sentence passed upon him is no doubt due to their 
successful efforts on his behalf. , . T 

There is some question of the case being brought before the tribunals, and I 
shall not fail to inform your Lordship of what takes place. _ 

I have also the honour to inclose liereu ith copy ol a Khedivial Decree appointing 
Ibrahim Pasha Bouehdy Governor-General of the Suez Canal in the place of Ibrahim 
Pasha Tewfik. The appointment is not a good one. Ibrahim Pasha Bouehdy has 
been Governor of the Suez Canal before, and was, I am told, removed from his post 
owing to want of energy and administrative capacity. I am given to understand that 
bis appointment is entirely due to the wishes of the Khedive. 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) P. S. CLABKE. 


Iuclosure 1 in No. 35. 

Extract from the “ Journal Officiel” of July 1, 1889. 


Haute Couk pe Discipline. 

LA Haute Cour de Discipline, reunie au Minis tdre de la Justice, au Caire, dans 
fes stances dcs 3, 1G, 17, 18, 19, et 21 Juiu, 1889, sur la convocation et sous la 
prdsidence de son Excellence Eakliry Pacha, Ministre do Justice; 

Presents cn outre: , , r . . . , , , 

Kaliil Pacha, Secretaire de la Presidencc du Cornell dcs Mmistres, rcmpla^ant le 
Sous-Seeretaire d’Etat au Ministere de Plntcrieur, empeclie; 

Blum Pacha, Sous-Secretaire d’Etat au Ministere dcs Einances; 

Tigrane Pacha, Sous-Seoretaire d’Etat au Ministere dcs Affaires Etrangcres; 

Sir Colin Scott Moncrieff, Sous-Secrdtaire d’Etat au Ministdre des Tiavaux 
Publics; 

Mohamed Hamdy Pacha, Directeur General des v\ akts; 


M' i^t Charles de Bocassera, Consciller Khedivial, designd par le Conseil des 

Sacleck Pacha, F rd g dcnt de la Co ™ ^ Appel indigene du Caire; 

Aly EfTendi Fakry substitut du Proeureur General prds le Tribunal indigene de 
^SpS 5 remP 5 Proeureur- General pres les Tribunaux indigenes, 

Haute cimr itCaU * Ahm ° (l faisant fonctions dc Secretaires de la 

Yu la lettre de son Excellence le Ministre de l’lnterieur en date du 27 Mai 1889 
transmettant un Rapport dc la Commission d’Enquete, tenant lieu de la requdte 
motivee ptevue par 1 Article 5 du Decret du 2 L Deeemhre, 1888, et en vertu de laqlelte 
la Haute Com cst saisie d une action disciplinaire eontre Ibrahim Tewfick Pacha 
Gouverneur-Gdndral du Canal de Suez; iacna, 

r . la notification faito a la date du 29 Mai, ]889, a Ibrahim- Tewfick Pacha de-, 
dits lettre et rapport, conform,hnent a l’Articlo G du Decret sus-meutionne; 

a« diUbSXfiok“ ; ll ° SSie ” d ° 1,en ' lu6t0 ,lOTt ™tion - Wt 

cu lui lc 16 Jui “- 188 °- et a P rts ra ™ ir 

A releve notamment quo Ibrahim Tewfick Pacha est accuse • 

ISOOOtetT 1 ’ ;‘ ct . ird dc _ PAuglo-Egyptian Bank, a Port-Said, une somme de 
suitedo lCSX d?M°^lSr ,ph “ " U pt#fit dCS si “ sW ^c]?o rt S a M,ala 

dVmL^to f c“«’ SSC <1&1 " ati ° n 4 la Dour.no, UWasion do Introduction 

, diverses somnips taut pour la nomination que pour la ^integration 

des chefs d equipo charbonmers, amsi quo d’avoir fait operer, pour son compte des 
preldvements sur lc salaire des charbonniers. 1 ’ acs 

Sur le premier grief: 

Considerate qn’a la suite do l’incondio du 24 Avril, 1884, qui avait ddtruit une 
Ara ” P llC «"•“« -«*? uno souscription au 

izas d s * tro distribi, “ s »»« 

,,, Q u ? ?° comite ava it decide, dans sa sdance du 31 Aout, 1886, que le rolimmf 
-s elevate a 15,000 fr. et depose a VAnglo-Egyptian Bank a Port-Said, serait aifectetei la 
construction d un caravanserai dans cette ville; 

^ ^ la fin de . Pamide 1888 ct au commencement de l’annee 1889, Ibrahim 
ewfick 1 acha a retire cette somme de 1’ Anylo-Egyptian Bank; 

Qu’interpelle par la Commission d’enquete, Ibrahim Tewfick Pacha a ddclard que 
cette somme avait cte retiree par lui pour empechcr qu’ello no fut distraite do sa 
uestination premiere et qu olio so trouvait deposee chez lui ii Port-Said • 

Quo, sur une depeche par lui expddide du Cairo a Port-Said lo 3 Mai, 1889, a la 

(Jouvomomtle d ^ ^ WmU “ " * ^voment ver S <5 .« 

Quo lc fait d’avoir retire et garde par devors lui cetto somme pendant plusieurs 
niois, ce qui laisse crone qu’il a pu s’en servir, constitue une faute ou tout au moins 
line irregularite grave. 

Sur lc second grief: 

Considerate qu’a la date du 4 Mars, 1889, Ibrahim Tewfick Pacha eerivait h la 
Direction do la Douane do Port-Said qu’il avait envoye en Angleterre, un mois et demi 
avant, un camtelabre en argent pour le faire teparcr, quo ce candelabre dtant arrive 
it demandait de la faire passer en franchise ou de lui faire connaitre ec qu’il avait h, 
payer pour droits de douane; 1 

Quo sur cette affirmation du Gouvcrneur-Geiteral la Direction de la Douane donna 
ordre do laisscr passer en f ranchise ; 

T u elquo temps aptes copcndant, elle apprenait qu’il s’agissait non d’un 
candelabre repare, mais d un candelabre neuf, d’une valeur de 200 livres environ 
envoye au Gouverneur-Gendral a litre de cadeau par M. Lichtenberg de Liverpool • 
r» + o Ue , co fmt * con i lirai ° l )ar ha declaration ecrite de M. Lichtenberg fils, dtabli h 
lort-Said, reconnu d’ailleurs par Ibrahim Tewfick Pacha, constitue uno faute ttes 
grave. 

i 757J 
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, Sur le troisi&me grief: 

Considdrant qu’il est allcgue que, sauf de raves exceptions, aucun chef d’equipe 
charbomher n’etait nomme s’S no payait, au proalahle, pour compte du Gouvcmour- 
S»l, outre les mains (le Ahmed Osman ol-liayoum. chef deqmpc (lc charhonmers 
dlchargeurs, dc Moliamed Karehoum, chcik snpcneuv do la corporation dos cliaihon- 
niers ou de Hassan Etfendi Saleh, premier mnoun du Gouverncur-Gonoval clu Canal, 

Une Que m de Va mtmc,Torn “brf 4 cW suspendu ou revoque 1-alt, = obW 
sa ^integration, payor aux memos rndmdus uno somme valiant ontu 2 , 

*° **Qu’d’galemont, dos sornmes analogues etaient dcmandecs ot ohtonuos dantros 

^^^ue^ces^af^sont^ttes^s^m^le^ddpositions dentes oi oaohotecs do la grande 

Karchoum rooonnaissent avoir re S „ 

CCS S ° Q “t a®™?6^1emcnt'^urMohici a Cchoum, orfsa qnalild do chcik 
supdri"urdos charhonniets, prdlevA pour compte 

de 121 fr. par cliaque bateau de charbon debarque a loit-Said, soit bU tr. M c. pal 

iqniP 4ue° clffaiSTni attestds par les ddpositions dorites et caehotoos de la presque 

Gdndral so scrait operec tantdt dirooto 
Z Khrchountantfit par la erdation dc trades signdes par les drts Karchoum ct 
CES “S Srets S’dquipe et portant 1'aval du “^General j, “• 

0 “ 

™ n ^ahffi™S"=uSnoe do cos trades et qul. 
tiulbianim icnncK iae , m q donn6 eommc une simple garantic morale 

desUnde^urhmemont ifpermcttrc fscs administrds dobtenir de la Banque Ottomane 
(lestinee unuiucmem a ptii . , , t de les a0 utrairo amsi aux exigences 

t personnes, taut Europdonncs 

^tu'ifa produit.ir 1'appui, une ddclaration derate de M. llioks, Directour do la 

cqidrdf par Alrmcd Osman cl 

0. 

NovemW^lSS^luspose ^ k nomte dos chefs d'dquipo sera rdduit ir seize ot quo 

' eS "on'au mdm“ dcTc'‘rdgiemSntBralum Tcwflck Pacha a augmentd le nomhre dcs 
chefs^drpripe% a^fdirectcmcnt a lour nomination orr rdmtdgratron, sans avo.r 

“^ri'^limontlru pararssait inapplicable, airrsi qrr'il 1’affirmc, rl aurait du 
en demander la modification ; , 


lUC CIO Sa MUldllUU, •ummr «*» 

le saisir l’autorite judiciairc; ,,, «i mm ; s £ V eremcnt les coupables, si 

Que Vintcrvcntion dc la 3 usti^ sofi qu d e cut si lcs accusations 

oes faits etaient etahlis, soit qu elle 11 forme aux agissements 

dtaient rcconnuos fans* os, aurad eu ^^XuUUdWout fohjet; 

delictueux de Bayoumi ct de Kaichoui - Gouvcrnour _General ct son interven- 

ot— on favour dhndivrdus qu'il ddolarc 


m 


lui-mcme peu recommandahles et auxqucls precisemcnt sont imputes lcs prdlevcments 
ddlictueux, en antorisant tous les soupgons, ont cu pour effet de permettre et, cn 
quclque sortc, de faeiliter les extorsions dont ses administres etaient victimes ; 

Qu’il a commis ainsi une faute exccssivemcnt grave; 

Qu’il scmble inutile a la Ilautc Cour d’entrer dans l’examen dcs autres griefs 
articules dans le Rapport do la Commission d’Enquetc, cel examen no lui paraissant 
pas do nature a modifier sa decision; 

Par ces motifs: 

Apres en avoir deliberd conformement a la loi, 

Prononce, a la majoritd exigee par 1’Article 9 duDecret sus-vise du 21 Docombre, 
1888, la revocation d’lbraliim Tewfick Paeba, en lui eonservant ses droits a la pension 
ou a l’indemnite. 

Pait et signe, en l’Hotel du Ministdre dc la Justice, par tous les Membres' de 
la Ilautc Cour, le 21 Juin, 1889, 


Inclosure 2 in No. 35. 

Extract from, the “Jownal OfficieV ’ of Jvly 1, 1889. 


De'cret. 

NOUS, Khedive d’figypte, 

Sur la proposition do* notre Ministrc do l’lntdricur et l’avis eonforme de notre 
Conseil dcs Ministrcs; 

Decretons: 

Article l cr . Ibrahim Itouchdy Pacha, President de la Cour cl’Appel Mixtc, esfc 
uommd Gouverneur-Gdndral du Canal de Suez, en rcmplacemcnt, d’Ibrahim Tewfik 
Pacha, revoque par decision de la Ilaute Cour de Discipline, qui a men notre appro¬ 
bation. 

Art. 2. Notre Ministrc de l’lnterieur est charge dc rexeeution du present Decret. 

Pait au Palais de Ras-cl-Tin, le 1" Zilkade, 1300 (29 Juin, 1889). 

(Signe) MKilbMET TEAVEIIv. 

Par le Khddive: 

Le President du Conseil dcs Ministrcs, 

Ministrc de l’lnterieur, 

(Sign 6) Riaz. 


No. 30. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury. —( Received, July 13.) 

E 

(No. 280. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 4, 1889. 

THE news that the Prencli Government had, at the very last moment, refused its 
assent to the Circular issued by the Egyptian Government with regard to the 
conversion of the Privileged Debt has caused considerable disappointment here. The 
policy of Prance in alone refusing to give its assent to a purely financial measure, 
which would have been of great benefit to the country, is very strongly condemned on 
all sides. 

Several of the native papers have contained long articles upon the subject, 
criticizing in severe terms the conduct of the Prencli Government, and dwelling on 
the fact that it has now been proved that Prance has not the interests of Egypt at 
heart, hut is solely guided in her policy in this country by the determination to thwart 
England at every step. 

Count d’Aubigny himself has not, I hear, concealed his regret at the attitude 
assumed by his Government. He would appear, however, to have been but little 
consulted in the matter. 
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Hiaz Pasha and most of the Ministers are much irritated, and the immediate 
result of the French refusal will be a strong disinclination on the part of the Egyptian 
Government to meet the wishes of the French Government m any request they may 

have to make. _, „ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


No. 37. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.- (Received July 13.) 

Mv Lord^ CmVo, July 6 , 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies of telegrams which Sir Francis 
Grenfell has received from the frontier, with regard to the recent military operations. 

_l_ nave, ouC» 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


Iuclosure 1 in No. 37. 

Colonel Wodehouse to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) Arguin, July 3, 1889, 7 a.m. 

BIVOUACKED here in square last night. Sent cavalry out this morning earl} ; 
thev report enemy still in hills, some going north, cavalry clinging to them. Riding 
Donne with his battalion complete to watch river-bank north, and will send Huntci 
and 13th next. Have upwards of 500 prisoners. Arguin village now reported 
practically clear. Camel Corps engaged enemy’s flanks. . „ , 

1 Wounded reported doing well; Nason’s Inflict extracted. [Beg specially to 
emphasize excellent conduct of all troops, and intelligent execution of orders, biiiam 
and Drage in Haifa invaluable. 


Iuclosure 2 in No. 37. 

Colonel Wodehouse to General Sir V. Grenfell. 

n t ... July 3, 1889, 3 p.m. 

1 Yesterday morning commencing G a.m. general action along line extending 
from West Bank, Haifa, to opposite Ishkait Fort, distance 10 miles, was begun y oui 
i a omit ed troopsengaging tlidr flankers at daylight. I proceeded with half 9tli and 
nil 10th to opposite centre of Arguin village, l mile south of Saliaba, landed guns, c n 

hWUl EncnYeveifluailfmasfed in hills nearly opposite Kempster’s position,due west of 
Saliaba, and made advance on several points of river bank.s^ulbineousl} about 0^ 
these attempts to effect lodgment on river were repulsed by Mitfoul (m Omdehs 
house), Kempstcr and Camel Corps, with gun-boats, co-operating by 11 a.m. 

Under cover of ground favourable to them, they changed their tactics, and made 
for a point 2 miles south of Kempstcr; hero they got footing and obtomed a UtUe 
water, and brought gun which opened fire on our artillery on east bank, their hi 

intff EnemyYcavalry attempted to water opposite Ishkait, and were prevented by that 

foit at battalion 10th on bank at Arguin south, to move 

•flon^ banks north, clear village, and effect junction with Donne, whom I had landed 
i nst lief ore on Kempster’s left. Fenwick was charged by cavalry and infantry, but by 
steady fire repulsefl P all attempts to dislodge him from river bank. Dunning with 
dismounted Camel Corps, Lewis with half 9tli battalion under Hunter proceeded to 
suimort Fenwick and all together marched to join Donne, he being threatened by 
largo numbers of horse and foot; theytomedjptow* mcarnr ^ 

ordered kme to join iWiek by steamer, sent 
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on Hunter and Lewis with half 9th to effect clearance of houses; this they did, being 
charged three times, and killing every man. 

I collected half 9th, all 10th, cavalry, and Camel Corps at Arguin South, and 
passed night as reported. 

Enemy now reported (10 a.m.) to be moving north. Deserters report ultimate 
object to reach Biinban, this confirmed by oilier deserters; they also report that 
Nojumi means to fortify himself in hills, provide himself with foood, and proceed direct 
to Bimban. 

Ollier deserters say lie has vowed to lake Arguin or die; their loss yesterday of 
lighting Arabs is calculated at more than a-fourtli of whole force, fifty being horsemen, 
many men apparently of importance, among dead said to be Abdul Ilalcen and son, 
Abdul Kliadr Gooroo. Am drawing supplies from Haifa. Wounded doing well. 
Health and morale of troops excellent. Enemy’s numbers about 3,500 fighting men, 
besides large numbers of impressed slaves, Bcrborians, women and children. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 37. 

The Officer at Haifa to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) July 3, 1889, 3A9 p.M. 

NEWS from Arguin. Enemy still in hills, watched and fired on by cavalry; 
doing nothing. Report from Khov Moussa confirms news that enemy are not at 
Maluku or on cast hank. Have just sent two days’ meat l'or force at Arguin. Nason 
and all wounded doing well. 


Iuclosure 4 in No. 37. 

Colonel Wodehouse to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) Haifa, July 4, 1889. 

THE enemy still in Hills; have been driven back each 1 ime they attempted to 
water; 200 dervishes who came down to river were charged by cavalry and driven 
back, 20 being killed, the cavalry finding flic enemy’s main body in the hills. 
Wodehouse advanced with 10th and 9th battalions and a battery, which shelled enemy 
with great ('ll'cct. The infantry prevent Dervishes getting wafer, while the cavalry and 
Camel Coips watch llieir flanks. More than 100 have been cut off and killed to-day, 
and remainder Dervishes that, come in are nearly dead of exhaustion and thirst. 
Troops in excellent condition and good spirits. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 37. 

Colonel Wodehouse to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic,) Arguin South, July 5, 1889, 7’30 A.M. 

DESERTERS report that enemy moved north last night; this is confirmed by 
cavalry having found their camp empty at 5 a.m. Last night at 1 p.m. we saw 
flames from their camp, said to he burning surplus baggage. They tried during night 
to water at Serra, and were driven back by Ishkait Fort and gun-boats under Dunning 
sent from here. They are reported now to he in hills 3 miles from river opposite 
Mitford, with intention of fortifying themselves, or, as others say, of continuing 
north. 

J am moving head-quarters, Mounted Corps, and half 8th to Arguin North ; 
two companies 3rd Battalion under Sillcm to remain here. 

Lewes at Haifa. 

Shell have another 300 prisoners to-day. 
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'Tnelosuvc 0 m No. 37. 

Colonel Wo,ld,,,r ,o Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

Argirin, July 4,T8S9, 1 A ; 1Vl ' , 

attempted last »ight 

repulsed by Mitford, and Ivcmpstci, aw ‘ ^ non ^ Our cavalry this wonai^ 

Enemy’s losses reported to bo ' report they tried to bring guns to nvci 

venort' position of enemy the same. '■ Vwfk Our”patrols have seen coips _ 

SEWS "5f S s? assess 

fen 

“"S! ft ^c ^lc in my Q'vn positions. _ 


No. 3K. 

Ur. Bering to the Uarguh of Sallchury.-iRceelecd Juhj U.) 

(Kn 1 ”)11 Rome, July 8,18-9. 

rot— *»!■ 1«P>“ %Sja," fS b'JB i~p 

in the neighbourhood ot Agig, uiui 

the above-quoted ^spatc , have. DEHING. 


Inclosurc in No. 38. 

Signor Damiani to Mr. Rering. 

l.uimi 't Rome , July G, 1880. 

her b\ IXiuslics , . Commander oL the ti l „ g y omcs0t ” on 

letter was at once riU r . WM . referred to was tho „ - ^ an Egyptian 

T,!t C tl,e Dov tal tod tired, nndor the .mp™*™ tUat 

winch tut ueivjst f ew well- 

or English vessel. immediately silenced by our gun- 

directed discharges ilmi^^s of very small importance. 

AS y0U W mU • ^ & fevNI, Undersecretary of State. 


No. 31). 

,. • f ^uiisbuni. —(Received July 13, 8 a.m.) 

Sir ir. White to the Margins of Salislnuj V 

(No. 30. Secret.) Constantinople, J “!;' Co»- 

, Telegraphic.) , Ko . 41 of 10th instant. Mold, oil 

K VOIJH Lordship s tclegiam i>n. 

;-a stars &sr*s*fiw« WJ » 

==C- -—- - *— - “ - “ 
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by Sir A. Sandison, and the Grand "Vizier has just called and stated ^atthcSuhan 
isfmost desirous to return to the Wolff Convention, provided that the clause as to u 
reoccupation should be modified so as to meet the objections raised against its present 

worthm 1 ’ amoii”' his own people and abroad. , . . . 

He did not enter into details, but promised to ask His Imperial Majesty to 

instruct Turkish Ambassador in London. 


No. 40. 

Sir IV. White to the Marquis of Salisbury. —{Received by telegraph, July 13.) 

(No. 2GG. Secret. Ext. 30.) Therapia, July 12,1889. 

* V /lIAVE the honour to state, in reply to your Lordship’s telegram No. 44 of the 
-,0th instant that up till yesterday T was never informed, though I could of corn sc, 
ha/ard^coiiiectiu'es, as to the nature of the modifications which His Imperial Majes 
Sultan was desirous of introducing into the Egyptian Convention negotiated by 

^’ l *Eov \ 1 ^ first 1 time yesterday I received some indications on the subject Horn the 

end I have just tod a visit ta* Grand Vwmr, 
who informed me that Ilis Imperial Majesty was very anxious t .revert to bit lltniS 
Drummond Wollt’s Convention, ir only the clause providing tor tl c i>™*‘} ° l ^ 
troops could he modified in such a way as lo meet the objections mi-cd to its ou 0 

paiticuto, but said he would ash the Sultan to 
send instructions to Lt us torn Pasha on the subject. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 41. 

The General Officer commanding n, Egypt to the Secretary of State for War.-(Received 

A* IS. 0*0 Cairo, July 13,1889. 

(Telegraphic.^ ^ ^ ^ gtabt lcaving for Aim Simbel to-day to examine 

enemy’s position. 

No. 12. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke. 

(No. 212.) Foreign Office, July 13, 1889. 

Sir ’ WITH reference to previous 'correspondence respecting the right of Egypt to 
m ^ I transmit to you herewith a copy of a despatch 

V° m u° A" Xs Auff msador at Constantinople, reporting certain communications 
irom Her Majestj. s Amiiass at Excellency and the Porte on the subject.* 

which have recently passed b Minister for Eorcimi Affairs did not appear to he 

It will he seen that lPasta, dated the 29th July, 
aware of the exist,eueo ot the t 11 I rf with the Firmans, the Khedive 

X^iSuhc XSy ofohtoiiih^s the sanction of the Sultan to the promulga- 

W y» “tmSSXXrofllr W. White's despatch, 
and o^Soslt confidentially, to the Egyptian Govcrnme,^ ^ 

(Signed) SALISBUPA. 


* Not printed. 


r<ssgs*- 
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No. 43. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir IV. White. 

tNo. 238.) 

Sir, Foreign Off re, July 13, 1880. 

I HAVE received your Excellency’s despatch No. 229 of the 21th ultimo, 
inclosing copy of a communication you had made to tlio Porto through Sir A. 
Sandison, respecting the right of Egypt to conclude Commercial Conventions with 
foreign Powers independently of the Sultan. 

Your Excellency’s proceedings in the matter and the terms of your reply to the 
Turkish Minister for Foreign Affairs arc approved hy Her Majesty’s Government. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 41. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 

(Received July 14, 10 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 14, 1889, 8‘30 p.m. 

WODEHOUSE wires 

“ Belanga, July 14, 12 noon. —Ncjumi still at Abu Simhcl. Koki, Sheikh of 
Second Cataract, with his men, has captured two guns complete at Gemai. News of 
reinforcement of 1,500 Dervishes at Sarras. Fenwick, 1st Battalion King’s Own 
Royal Lancaster Regiment, spear-wound in arm last night; doing well.” 


No. 45. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 15, 2 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo , July 15, 1889, 3 -25 p.m. 

WODEHOUSE finds enemy too strong to stop or attack. Has cleared off crops 
and inhabitants from west bank of Nile as far as Toski, with the object of preventing 
Dervishes advancing and loss of lives. West bank of river thinly populated, and 
between Belanga and Toski almost entirely desert, though general fringe of palms fx*om 
which dates have been removed. 

Natives, unless disaffected, arc only too glad to take steps to preserve their 
property. Any loss or damage will be made good by Egyptian Government. Arrange¬ 
ments have been made for the support of all Dervish prisoners and deserters who 
surrender, and their number is very large. The disintegration of the force which has 
so far taken place doubtless is owing to want of food with the Dervishes, and certainty 
of supplies on surrender. 


No. 46. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 

(Received July 16, 8'30 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 10, 1889, 0 p.m. 

SIRDAR reconnoitred yesterday and found enemy in strong position 3 miles 
from Wodehouse. 

Deserters state that Ncjumi is waiting for Elnuv with reinforcements of 3,500 
men, who have not yet arrived at Sarras. Sirdar estimates real fighting force is 2,500. 
lie docs not propose to attack him in present position with inferior forces. 

Sirdar is moving Egyptian squadron, Egyptian mule battery, 1st battalion and 2nd 
battalion Fellaheen ; latter sails to Korosko. 
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No. 47. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War .— 
(Received July 16, 11‘45 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 16, U'-'O, 10’30 P.M. 

THE following message from Sirdar :— 

Sent Proclamation to the Dervish camp this morning addressed to Ncjumi and three 
principal Emirs, calling on them to surrender, and Informing them that iheir In os 
and those of those with them will he spared, making no further promise to them. I 
am sure that Ncjumi will not accept, but think some of his Emirs may, and thus 
weaken enemy’s force. Distress in Dervish camp exaggerated, fighting -non taken 
being apparently well fed, but camp-followers, women and slaves, come in exhausted 
and emaciated; there is no suffering after they join us. 'flu're are complete arrange¬ 
ments for rationing working well; all who come in are accepted. 

Have just hoard that Proclamation has reached Dervish camp, the Naimava 
was heating, and Proclamation was read to people. Am waiting answer till to- 


No. 48. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War.- 

July IS, 11*3 a.m.) 


■(Received 


(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 18,3880, 10 - 35 a.m. 

NE.JUMX, in answer to Sirdar’s Proclamation, commences with usual saluta¬ 
tions noting receipt of Proclamation, then begins:— 

“ Your force is nothing to me, and my goal is not Bimban as you think, but the 
world, which I am to convert. All who surrender to me I can protect. Your letters 
have been sent to the Khalifa to answer, I cannot stop now. Take my advice and 
surrender. Remember Hicks and Gordon, and what little good their armies availed 
them.” 

Then compliments. Dormer arrives at noon to-day at Cairo. 


No. 49. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of Stale for Ifar.—(Received 

July 19, 12*54 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 19, 1889, 1'50 p.m. 

REFERRING to telegram of 11th July from Quartermaster-Genera3 st Battalion 
Yorkshire not required in Egypt as reinforcement, where I have sulUcient infantry 
for requirements of present situation. 


No. 50. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War.—(Received 

July 19, 8-55 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 19, 1889, 6T5 p.m. 

AFTER long telegraphic conversation with Grenfell, he and I believe that 
Ncjumi has about 2,500 lighting men, with perhaps several thousand followers, slaves, 
women, and children; that he hesitates, in face of the enormous difficulties of 
his further advance; that if he does advance, Grenfell’s own troops will be strong 
enough in a few days to fight him in his progress at a spot south of Korosko and 
above Ibrim; that Ncjumi can hardly succeed in advancing beyond that point; that 
the British troops already sent up river are sufficient, hut that the Welsh Regiment 
and Mounted Infantry must he held in readiness for immediate dispatch if required; 
that there is no alarm nor reason for anxiety, nor of any further reinforcements; 
that the 800 British troops now at, or arriving at, Assouan can be accommodated in 
huts. 

It is possible Ncjumi may he waiting reinforcements, hut we can hear of none 
f757] 0 
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eomin n ' l>eyoiul thousand men at Sarra«, who arc reported ill-disposed to advance, and 
to ho Si-equipped. Of course, it is possible the situation may be changed ; but tnc 
above is my opinion and that at the Sirdar at pn sent, and probable state of affairs. 
Nevertheless, ve have made all necessary calculations, and will prepare for an j less 
favourable contingeneies. 


2s'o. 51. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 20.) 

(No. 291. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 11, 1889. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 171 of the 23rd May last, I 
have the honour to state that M. Le Grcllc, Procureur-General of the Native Tribunals, 
is expected to return to Cairo from leave next week, and that the investigation into 
the cases in which lit 1 lias alleged that torture was applied to extiact evidence will 
probablv shortlv commence. 

Unless your Lordship gives me directions to the contrary, I _ propose to lie 
guided in tins matter by the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch to 
'sir E. Baring No. 185 of the oth ultimo. _ 

With regard to ttiis subject I have to repoit to your Lordship a most satisfactory 
decision of the Court of Eirst Instance at Tantali, iu the ease of llamuda Bey, one ol 
the chief Omdohs, or Notables of the Province of Garbieh. 

This oihcial has, together with a native police' officer, been louiid guilty ol 
administering torture, not only for the purpose of extracting evidence, but ot obtaining a 
confession of guilt, in a certain ease of housebreaking. 

Both llamuda Bey and the police' officer have been sentenced to six months 
imprisonment, and this sentence' has just been continued by the Com! ol Appeal in 
Cairo. The accused have now carried their case before the “Corn- do Cassation, and 
it is sincerely to be hoped that the decision will not he reversed. 

The news of the verdict in the ease of llamuda Bey has, I learn, produced an 
excellent effect in the Province of Garbieh, where he had been much feared. 

The Khedive, in conversation with General Baker, strongly approved of the 

sentence. _, . 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) E. S. CLA11KE. 


No. 52. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received July 20.) 

MyiS . C.iro,M,V..ISSO. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit herewith copies ot two telegrams v\ Inch have 
been received by General Grenfell from the Governor-General of the Bed Sea Littoral, 
with regard to the attitude of the Hndcndovvas round Suakin. 

ILaz Pasha informs me that lie has given the necessary orders with a view to 
enabling Colonel Ilollcd Smith to carry out the policy ho advocates. 

3 . I have, &c. 

(Signed) P. S. CLABKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 52. 

Colonel Helled Smith to Major-General Sir V. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic ) Suakin, July 3, 1889. 

HAVE interviewed again Hadendovva Sheikhs. Think they really intend to 
combine Propose sending dhurra when collected, otherwise impossible collect. 
No food in country. When sufficiently collected occupy wells near Suakin when will 
issue arms if 1 consider advisable. Have told Sheikhs, pending approval, Dervishes 
must be driven away before the end of August, otherwise Government assistance 
♦•cases. Agreed. Shall require C E. 1,500; 500 rifles. Strongly recommend attempt 
otherwise cannot expect anything further fro m Arab s. _ 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 52. 

Colonel Rolled Smith to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell 

Suakin, July 4» 1889. 

(lelegiapliio.)^ jp a dcndoiva talcc Tokar ; 

_ nll ,, vms Must risk dhurra or impossible. Ara - sufficiently powerful, 

'not issue firms until consider inter.hens 'J m0 „llis, my proposed limit. 

S. mul exFct Lival W 
No. 53. 

Mi. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury. -(Received July 20.) 
fNo 201.) Cairo, Jidj 12,1889. 

All Lord, . . th0 urgent demand ot General OrenMl, 

„ ass srs:v,=t;sr ■% :.=s i t . 

IhsS SSttW » “ SW* "" “ - 

disbanded some time ago. to. g _ 


No. 54. 

, ,, • nf Valiiburu.—(Received July 20.) 

Mr. Clarhe to tie Mar V ». of Salu.Ui J 

(X 2‘)G ^ Cairo, July 13, 18b.). 

MyI | 0 EAVE the honour to inclose copy of a 1 

Education Ecpartm™ st , Uool , 0 r the Egyptian Ooiernim t. ^ intcll M . c 
and conditions «Ijm »« respeettuUy to. beg ,onr 

fully detailed in the all possible assistance n, the piesen, 

1,01-dsbip to gill 1 =• i „r Vlv l’aslia Moilbarolds letter 

t,PP YouTl onW.il. Mill see bom the last & subject or the three 

—^ "‘ llc 

whom Sir Eve 3 . , f ur Lordship’s despatch 

l.jtu may las j t0 aetaiowledge the mieipt 5 ^ o{ * Egyptians 

Ko. ^ iD “ n 

in this despate., wilibe sent direct te Sir Evelyn 
liiirimr. I have, &c. pi atUCE. 
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Inclosurc in No. 54. 

Ali Pasha to Mr. Clarke. 

Sir, Ministry of Public Instruction, Caito, July 9, 1889. 

THE Council of Ministers having 1 approved of my proposal for the appointment 
of two English teachers, I should he extremely obliged if you would kindly request 
your Education Department to do me the favour of selecting two gentlemen well 
qualified for the work of teaching in the schools of the Egyptian Government. 

It is desirable that the two teachers to be appointed should have been pupil- 
teachers and students in a Training College under inspection, and be now certified 
teachers in schools where they have pruved themsehes quite successful in their methods 
of instruction, organization, and discipline. 

They would be required to teach—in English—the usual elementary branches of 
an English education, and, in addition, mathematics, elementary science, and hook¬ 
keeping. 

The time during which they would be engaged in school would he between three 
and four hours daily, Fridays only excepted—not Sundays. These two teachers, as 
teacheroof the “First Class,” would be paid a minimum salary of £ E. 23 (23k 11s. 9 d.) 
per month, which would increase gradually to a maximum of £ E. 30 (30/. 15s. 4fr/.) 
per month. 

As in the ease of all the other employes, these teachers would be required to 
conform to the Rules and Regulations established by the Ministry of Public Instruction, 
and would be entitled to the holidays, pension, &c., allowed under the said Regulations, 
'flic two teachers in question should enter upon the duties here on the 5th October. 

May I trouble you further to do me the favour of letting me know, at your 
earliest convenience, what will be the best course to follow 1 in the case of the three 
monitors about whom I wrote on the 18th May, and w r lio arc now ready to leave for 
the Training College in England, which you may bo so good as to recommend. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALI PASHA, 

Minister of Public Instruction. 


No. 55. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 20, 11-40 a.m.) 

(No. 110.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 20, 1889. 

HER Majesty’s ship “ Gannct ” left Suakin yesterday, and only returns about 
8th August. 

General commanding thinks absence of gun-boat at present moment most 
undesirable. Garrison of Suakin has been reduced. Please see Sir E. Baring’s 
telegram No. 92 and your Lordship’s reply No. 01. 


No. 56. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph , July 20.) 

(No. 305. Ext. 110.) 

My Lord, Cairo, July 20, 1889. 

1 HAVE the honour to report to your Lordship that Her Majesty’s ship 
“ Gannct ” left Suakin yesterday, and is only expected to return there about the 
8th of next month. 

I apprised General Dormer of the fact, and he begged me to inform your Lordship 
at] once how undesirable it w r as, in his opinion, that Suakin should he left at the 
present without any gun-boat. He pointed out that the garrison of Suakin had just 

been considerably reduced by the departure of the Black battalion to join General 

Grenfell’s forces up the river. 

I venture to refer to the correspondence which passed betw een your Lordship and 
Sir Evelyn Baring in June last on the subject of the gun-boat stationed at Suakin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 
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" “ *• r ~ff‘ 

J Cairo, My 20,1889, V30 VM. 

telegraphs that -"tanVm 

—"tntt MW 4-1 * *° ronfou 1 

Ncl'umi- " u t w Battalion Welsh Regiment ami Mounted Infanta; 

' Grenfell now asks that L,, m tlicu 1,500 British troops. . 

o'.meral Ac Montmorency to command tie mga< , 
Major Sclater as Stall Officer._________ 

No. 58. 


Sir, 


Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Foreign Office, Jutt/. 20^188.).^„ 

considers the absence et «u ... c „mmis- 

undesirable. 



sione 

BriUsh shipY^ ^^J^Sn^totlm ^-al^iSlSritios to insure there being 

^ - - " ; isnc X am, Ac. ^ 


No. 59. 

.. ■ Emll to 11,0 Secretary of Stale for War.-{Uecm cd 

» 4 »> “> m, a.« » 3 „ 

('i'olcgraplue.l Ho " 

be n^tehiraphs that that he now deubts whetho, 

l'."\ plian troops ahum Montmorency from 

ilc asks or permission to more bulisl h suia rtly. It approved, 1 

Assouan 'river 1^^“ ^m Cyprus, aid would send lungs Own 
should hWc hi ■ Assouan afleruards. it would make 

No. GO. 

, ft,. War to the. General Officer commanding in Egypt- 

The Secretary of State fa, 22,1 

yOll have authority to sc: 

Let me know furtber particular. 


War Office, July 22 ,1889. 

(TC iSiftovc authority to send forward British brigade as asked by 

X . „ ,1 ....I uMllsll’S. 


H 


[757J 




26 


No. 61. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for B ar. (.Received 

July 23, 1-20 i».M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, July 23,1889, 12 50 p.m. 

YOU RS of 22nd. 1 , . . 

Sirdar will have British brigade of 1,130 fighting men complete and ready lor 
moving up from Assouan hy end of this month. I trust it may he considered that 
occasion and time has arrived for me to proceed to front in command oi whole 
force. 


No. G2. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) ^ ar Office, July 23, 1889. 

HER. Majesty’s Government, while fully appreciating your desire to take 
command in person, think that, as matters stand, the presence of a high militaiy 
officer, like yourself, is absolutely necessary at Cairo. 


No. 63. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke. 

i Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, July 23, 1889, 1 20 p.m. 

YOUR telegram No. 110 of the 20tli instant. 

British Admiral instructed that Suakin should not he left at present without a 
vessel of war. 


No. 61. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke.—(Substance telegraphed.) 

(No. 217. Ext. 71.) _ . r; 1RRq 

gj r Foreign Office, July 23, 1889. 

I HAVE been in communication with the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
on the subject of your telegram No. 110 of the 20th instant, relative to the necessity 
for the presence of a ship of war at Suakin; and I have to inform you that instructions 
have been sent to the British Admiral on the Mediterranean Station to the ettect that 

Suakin is not to be left for the present without a vessel of war. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SA LISBU RY. 


No. 65. 

Foreign Office to Education Department. 

o* r Foreign Office, July 25, 1889. 

I AM directed hy the Marquis of Salisbury to transmit to you, to he laid before 
the Lords Committee of the Privy Council for Education, for their favourable consu <*- 
ration, a copy of a despatch from Her Majesty’s Acting Agent and Consul-General at 
Cairo,* forwarding a request from the Minister of t'uhlic Instruction that the Lducat o 
Department would select two gentlemen, duly qualified, for the work of teaching in 
the Egyptian Government schools. 

The terms and conditions upon which these gentlemen would be appointed arc 
set forth in Ali Pasha Moubarek’s communication. 

I am at the same time to inquire whether your Department have any iurt icr 
information for the Egyptian Government respecting Training Colleges beyond tha 

• No. 54. 


contained in your letter of the 4th July, which has been sent to Cairo for —- 

t ion to the Egyptian Government. 1 am, &c. 

(Signed) GURR1 ■ 


No. 66. 

The General Officer comma,ulimj ^ " ‘ 1 

’ Cairo, 12;o0 

(Tolo^aphie ) about 500 

lias aivrL-d b) forced ^ bo latched and harassed 

by WodctalcTand’taMat Toski by Kitehcncn , m l it is uuito 

1)5 Mtth brigade will have all amved at Assouan hwihlr ^ ^ & ^ 1m 

possible if a favourable opportunity oca ., Reinforcements, about W. 1 

tribesmen. ., l t AV q cn I shall send Borderers up to Asso 

Yorkshire expected on 31st, w A 

required. ___ — — - 


No. 67. 

3tr. Clarke to the »/ ***"Il-O'cccea ecl M, *7) 

(No. 302. Confidential.) Cairo, duly 17, 

My WHH reference to my despatch No. 293 ^ 

tstxsj* “»■ —*• m j;-. 

P v 1 - wa tsx aart rtss 

hal:"" on SZ ibpioM SO forcibly brought forward by Mr. 


Inclosurc in No. 67. 

Consul Barnlum to Mr. Clarke. 

(Confidential.) • outlie date of’ 

SlV ’ I HAVE the ^o/t^Ea^ 

despatch u P^«“ t ^ufoSic8 of Suakin towards ^ mbesnurn.^ t(> 

‘ ,oh T& * *•» he,1>ot 

friendly* Arabs. t , ago the plan was 

t0 t,H! 

Amarars were enlisted, and tney ^ morc harm 

Si 

after nightfall. 



Undoubtedly thc\ have driven many a veil-affected tribesman to throw in his lot 
with Osman Digna. 

O 

Now, however, they are discredited, and are to be replaced by lladendowas, 
members of the tribe which has given Government so much trouble in the past. 

About ten days ago Sheikh Abdul Ivader, of the ILamdab—a section of tin* 
Uadendowa tribe—came into Suakin, with a following, to spy out the fatness of tin* 
land. 

In his interview with the authorities he appears to have avowed himself weary of 
the tyranny of Osman Digna, and to have offered, on receipt of pay and arms, to 
collect forces to attack Tokar, and hold the place for the Government. His offer was 
telegraphed to Cairo and approved. At the first blush perhaps the plan looks plausible, 
hut I know that those who have studied this question of the tribes, who know their 
wants, their sentiments towards the Dervishes and towards the Government, refuse to 
entertain the idea for one moment. The offer will prove very likely to have been a 
mere ruse to gel money. A similar offer was made by the same Sheikh last year. 
Why is the plan move feasible now than then, or these lladendowas more worthy of 
faith? The Ilamdah lladendowas have, it is true, been in the pay of the Government 
before, but I never heard that they did such good work as to justify their employment 
on such an errand. 1 hear that they left Suakin w r itli a very large grant from the 
Pacification Pund. 

Unquestionably the tribesmen would gladly see the last of Osman Digna, but 
they look for protection from o.hers aaainxt him, not from among themselves. There 
is too much tribal jealousy to admit of any combination of Arabs sufficiently powerful 
to overthrow him unaided. If we suppose that the offer of these lladendowas w\as 
made in good faith, they could not hold Tokar definitely. The district Avould hau* to 
be fortified, garrisoned, and placed under regular government, i wish it were, for the 
district is the most fertile of any near the littoral, and in spite of the presence of 
Osman Digna, and the taxation levied by him, is drawing an increasing trade through 
the port of Agig. 

The real feeling of the tribes is that they would gladly accept the protection 
of any one who would tight their battles for them and leave them to trade in peace. 
Hence the anxiety which t he merchants of Suakin and Agig feel with regard to the 
Italians. At Massowah they allow the Arabs to trade freely, they do all they can to 
conciliate them, and 1 hear that they have even communicated with Osman Digna 
with a view to persuade him to facilitate trade. 

I do not think that the alarm caused by the frequent visits of Italian gun-boats 
io Agig was unfounded. The Italians are making way in the good opinion of the 
Arabs, While the Egyptian Government is losing ground. The port of Agig is of 
paramount importance for whoever holds and controls the trade of the entire Tokar 
Delta. 

1 do not wish to make an exaggerated contrast between the policy of the two 
Governments. My own ideas are probably crude, but I have discussed the question 
Avitli many off the older resident merchants. 1 know that the present Governor- 
General is most anxious to promote trade, and I am glad to point to statistics which 
prove that since In* has been here ihc trade of the lied Sea Littoral lias greatly 
improved. I have ascertained that the value of imports during the past six months 
exceeds by C E. 88,750 that of the imports for the corresponding period hist year. The 
total value for last year was about L E. 100,000, and we may estimate a total of 
A E. 180,000 for the current year. 

A change of Governors has been effected at Agig. The character of the late 
Governor was described in my despatch No. 18 of the 29th May. lie is believed to 
have been more friendly with the Italians than was consistent with loyalty to the 
Government here; and 1 trust that his successor has been warned not to imitate his 
example. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) 1IEN It Y 1). BARNHAM. 
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No. 08. 

(N 18 ) ConSul Cameron tQ tlie Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received July 30.) 

My Lord, Bengasi, July 21, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to report that my Khalifa came yesterday and told me that 
Senoussi had sent to buy eight or ten rifles (Martini) for sale here. To-cay he came 
again, and let me read Reefi’s letter to Zintani, the Sheikh of the Bcngazi Zawia, dated 
the 5th July, 1889. 

The letter states that Zain-el-Abideen, Sheikh of the Zawia at Medina, is dead, 
and that Ibrahim Agmari, of Adriana, is to replace him. Zintani is then asked to 
buy these eight or ten Martinis which are for sale, and, if possible, some cartridges 
for the Ikhwan at Jarahib. 

I thanked my Khalifa, and told him to express to Zintani my satisfaction at their 
confidence in me. I reminded him of Reefi’s letter to him of the 6th June, which he 
had read to me: “ The Bcngazi Arabs arc gossips. They imagine a mountain out of 
nothing, and out of one word they make a thousand. Tell the English Consul all you 
know. If he wants more information I will give it to him.” 

Gossip, I said, would multiply these 10 rifles by 1,000. What was the use of 
them without cartridges ? ITad they supplies of Martini ammunition already at 
Jarahib ? T added that there Avas much talk about the arsenal at Jarahib. I did* not 
believe in it, but it now appeared as if they were making a beginning. 

He said that Zintani was unwilling to buy them; that Zintani Avas vexed at his 
having told me this secret, hut he had Rcefi’s own instructions to conceal nothing 
from me. Both lie and Zintani Averc very downcast about it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) DONALD A. CAMERON. 



No. 69. 

Sir W. K. Green to Foreign Office.—(Received August 1.) 

Dear Mr. Bertie, Tangier, July 26, 1889. 

I SEND you herein a statement in Arabic, given me by a Moorish friend, with all 
particulars available here regarding the history of the Senoussi. 

As probably Sir James Redliouso would not find it very easy to decypher, or even 
understand, the Mauro-Arabic of the document, I accompany it Avith a translation. 1 
hope the information furnished Avill he found of use, though it docs not sound, under 
its Arabic phraseology, very clear. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) W. KIRBY GREEN. 


Inclosure in No. 69. 


Translation of a Moorish Arabic Document on the Origin of Sheikh Senoussi, furnished, 
with translation , by Sir IF. K. Green, July 26, 1889. 

A SUBDIVISION of the sons of ihe Seimsiyy (CAwTadu ’s-Senusiyy) has its 
origin from the sons of Esnus (Benu-Esnus), a tribe near Tilimsan (“Tlemcen”). 
These are they Avho are at Fa’s (“Fez ”), of whom is Seyyidi ‘Ibrahim ‘El-Mcbumiyy, 
avIio was at Alexandria; and his brother ‘El-Ilajj ‘Abdu-Tlali, Avho is at present at 
Fa’s; and their brother, the Sevjid ‘Umer Semazan* (?), is at Alexandria. And 
belonging to these are certain paternal cousins (“children of a paternal uncle”), all 
of whom are at Fa’s or Avith the tribes in the land of Algiers, of the district of 
Waharn (“ Oran”), near Tilimsan. By origin they are ‘Idrisitcs (Edarisa).f 

As to the celebrated Sheykh Senusiyy, his origin is from the tribe of “ Emjaliir ” 
(or, perhaps, ‘Ummu-Jnhir), near to Mustaganim (“ Mostaghanem ”). lie Avent to 
Mekka and opened up there the Order of the Shadhiliyya ; and his influence spread, 
until the people of the Ilijaz (Mekka and Medina), of Yemen, and of the Blacks 

* Semazan is not noticed in the translation sent by Sir W. K. Green.— J. W, 11. 

+ Descendants from the ancient Moorish Kings of the dynasty of ‘Idrisijy, of whom the “ Nubiau geo¬ 
grapher ” {temp. Koger of Sicily) was also a descendant.—J. W. K. 

' 1.707J ' I 
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(Sudan), arc all of them liis disciples. He died at Medina, leaving two children. The 
first (of these) is the Mehdiyy, whose father used to say, “ This is lie through whom 
God will conquer the earth, he being the lord of the time.” His father, before dying, 
recommended him to take up his abode at Jagbub in the territory of Bengazi. And he 
extended his influence, so that Waday and Burgu became all of them his servants; 
and his word is obeyed (“ given ear to”) in all the cities of the Blacks (‘Es-Sudan), of 
Eazan (“ Eezzan”), and of ‘Agdamis (“Ghadamis ”), and of the Tewarik* (“Touariks”). 
In those cities he possesses a current authority greater than (that of) the Princes of 
Islam, absolutely. This is he who is known by (the title of) “ The Mehdiyy Es- 
Senusiyyand his lineage is of the progeny of Seyyidi ‘Abdu-Mlahi ’bin ‘Umcra ’bin 
T-Khattab (my lord £ Abdu-‘llah,t son of ‘Umer, son of El-Khattabf), with whom may 
God be pleased. 

Translated by me: 

(Signed) J. W. Red house. 

London, August 3, 1S89. 


No. 70. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarice. 

(No. 74.) 

(Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, August 2, 1889, 5'35 p.m. 

SUAKIN. 

Her Majesty’s Government entertain considerable doubts as to the wisdom of the 
measures reported in your despatch No. 302 of 17th July. 

Has Sir Erancis Grenfell been put in full possession of all the facts, and does he 
agree in the new departure taken by the local authorities at Suakin ? 


No. 71. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke.—(Substance telegraphed.) 

(No. 221. Ext. 74.) 

Sir, Foreign Office, August 2, 1889. 

I HAVE had under my consideration your despatch No. 302 of the 17th ultimo, 
and its inclosure, relative to the proposal of the authorities at Suakin to accept the 
offer of Sheikh Abdul Kader, of the Hamdal section of the Hadendowas, to collect 
forces and to take and hold Tokar for Egypt in return for money and arms. 

Her Majesty’s Government entertain considerable doubts as to the wisdom of this 
policy, which has already been tried without success, in connection with the Amarare, 
and I shall be glad to learn from you whether Sir Erancis Grenfell, who appears to 
have been consulted on the subject, has been placed in full possession of all the facts 
of the case, and whether he agrees in the new departure proposed by the authorities at 
Suakin. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 72. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 3, 2’40 p.m.) 

(No. 113.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 3, 1889. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 72 of yesterday. 

Riaz Pasha is raising considerable difficulties. 

The question will be submitted to Council of Ministers at next meeting. 

* PI. of Tank, a relinquish*r. Possibly they “ relinquished” some peculiar doctrine or practice adopted by 
their neighbours.—J. W. R, 

f The Son of ‘ El-Khattah was the title of the second Caliph of Islam, ‘Umer, commonly known a» 
“Omar.”—J. W. It. 

( Ahdu-’llah, son of‘Umer, was a great conqueror ir. North-Western Africa.—J. W. R. 
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No. 73. 

The Sirdar, Egypt, to the Secretary of State for War. — (Received'August 1, 4’4a A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Toslci, August 1, 1889, 2’ 19 a.m. 

RECONNOITRED Nejumi’s camp at daylight, witli 20th Hussars and all 
mounted men; found him just leaving his camp. His fighting men came on boldly, 
and I retired north, taking up successive positions till arrival of two infantry brigades, 
which I had ordered out. 1 then drew him on to within 4 miles of our camp, and, 
when supported hv infantry, advanced. After seven hours’ severe lighting, two 
positions being taken by the bayonet, drove him hack into the desert, killing liim and 
all his principal Emirs, and 1,500 of his fighting men. Dervishes charged frequently, 
and wore mot by infantry in line, and 20th Hussars and Egyptian cavalry charged 
retiring force and completed rout. Eollowed his force till all his lighting men had 
been disposed of, taking his only remaining gun, fifty standards, and large number of 
rifles and spears. Our losses not known yet, hut not heavy. Egyptian Horse 
Artillery most effective. Lieutenant B. Colton, Shropshire Light Infantry, Egyptian 
army, dangerously wounded. Major A. Hunt or, Lancashire Regiment, slightly 
wounded. 

Kitchener commanded all mounted troops; Wodehouso, infantry; Hun die, 
artillery; Irwin and Beech, English and Egyptian cavalry; Settle, Senior Staff 
Officer. To these officers I am greatly indebted for excellent service and assistance. 
All British troops can now return to Cairo. I estimate Dervish strength at 3,009 
fighting men, with large number of camp-followers. 


No. 74. 

The Secretary of Stale for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, August 4, 1881), 3T0 p.m. 

CONVEY to General Grenfell our hearty congratulations at the success of his 
operations, and at the gallant conduct of troops under his command. 


No. 75. 

The Sirdar, Egypt, to the Secretary of State for War.—(Received August 4, 10’25 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Toslci, August 1 , 1889, 9‘34 p.m. 

OUR loss as follows : Killed, 17 ; wounded, 131. 

Details as follows: Killed: 2757, Private Washbrook, 20th ITiwars, and 1G 
Egyptian soldiers. Wounded: Brevet-Major A. Hunter, Lancaster Regiment, Egyp¬ 
tian army; Lieutenant B. Cotton, Shropshire Light Infantry, Egyptian army, dange¬ 
rously. 20th Hussars: 24G9, Private J. Lind op, severely; 251-5, Lance-Corporal 
H. Hatcher, severely ; 2537, Private E. Knowles, slightly; 2541, Private W. Barnett, 
slightly. Egyptian army: Cavalry, Lieutenant Abdalla Eikri, severely; 10th 
battalion, Captain Moliamcd Cadhur, slightly; Lieutenant Mohamed Kamil, severely ; 
and 128 non-commissioned officers and men. 

Reconnoitred with mounted troops at daylight this morning; found Dervish 
force completely broken up; cavalry following up the few lighting men that remain. 

I have now over 1,000 prisoners and wounded Dervishes hero, and refugees 
are coming in fast. 

Gun-boats patrolling. I have sent Wodchouse’s column south, to Abu Simbel, 
to head retreating Dervishes. Every Emir hut one unimportant one killed. 









The Secretary of State for War to (h>‘ Geneial Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, Avgust 5, 1S89. 

AUTJIORIZE no step in any way committing us to an extension of (lie present 
Egyptian frontier without reference to me. 


No. 77. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August ft, 5T5 r..U.) 

(No. 115.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August f, 1SS9, L30 r.M. 

YOUR Lordship’s telegram No. 71 : Suakin. 

It was on General Grenfell’s strong recommendation that policy as regards lladeii- 
dowas was sanctioned. I have telegraphed to him again, and am awaiting his 
reply. 

General commanding approves now policy. 1 consulted him on receipt of 
Consul’s despatch, and he did not think objections raked would alter General 
Grenfell's views. 

Governor of Suakin reports that nothing has so far been done, hut that arrange¬ 
ments are being made for Iladendowa Sheikhs to meet about 12th install! to 
discuss final action. 

Precautions will he taken, and hostages could he demanded, which would absolutely 
insure good faith. 

If Her Majesty's Government disapprove, instructions to Colonel Smith can be 
cancelled. 


No. 78. 

Mr. Dering to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received August 6.) 

(No. 165.) 

My Lord, ' Rome, August 1, 1889. 

SIGNOR C11ISPI, who had been absent lor a few days, received the heads of 
Missions to-day. 

In the course of conversation, Ids Excellency having made some observations 
about thi‘ march of the Dervishes toward northern Egypt, 1 took the opportunity of 
saying that, as he was doubtless aware, in our contests with these fanatics we 
endeavoured to avail ourselves of the co-operation of those tribes who were friendly 
towards the Europeans, and who at times were capable of rendering good service. 

Humours had, however, reached us that the Italian Commander at Massowah 
had •warned the tribes in the neighbourhood of Kassala not to molest or attack the 
Dervishes, and these reports had caused ller Majesty’s Government considerable 
surprise. 

Signor Crispi said that he was oon\ inoed that such reports were devoid of all 
foundation. The Italian sphere of action in the first place did not extend beyond 
Keren and the Asmara district, and that General Ealdhsora could scarcely hold com¬ 
munication with the tribes beyond those districts. ILis policy was to conciliate all 
tribes who appeared friendly, but on no account to interfere, still less to dictate to 
them as to their conduct in their intertribal relations. Every step he took was reported 
to the Minister of War, and if any such warning had been issued to the tribes the 
Cabinet would have heard of it. 

As, however, I had mentioned the matter, lie would at once write about it, Hut 
remarked that 1 here were, especially in those countries, poisons only too ready to 
endeavour to foment dissensions between the European bowers. 

Italy, he added, not only in Africa, but all over the world, was only very glad to 
accommodate her action to suit the views of Great Britain, and this case was no 
exception. His Excellency promised to let me know the reply he received, and 1 shall 
not fail to communicate it to your Lordship without delay. 

I inquired of Signor Crispi whether he was more satisfied with the aspect of 
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affairs in Europe than when he spoke to me some ten days ago. He replied that he 
still felt that it was impossible to predict what might happen from one week to 
another; hut beyond vague statements as to his distrust of Russian preparations, and 
of a possible surprise in the East, I could not extract any one fact upon which his 
Excellency’s fears were based. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY NEYILL DERING. 


No. 79. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War— (Received 

August 6 , 10‘5 A.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6 , 1889, 10 - 35 a.m. 

NO extension of frontier contemplated; but it has been found necessary, for 
military reasons, to take and occupy Sarras. 

Letter by post urging necessity of retaining Sarras as outpost station by way. 


No. 80. 

The General Officer commanding in Egypt to the Secretary of State for War. (Received 

August 6 , 136 p.m.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 6 , 1889,135 p.m. 

NEJUMI’S army having been almost entirely annihilated, and Sarras occupied 
hv the Egyptian troops, the affair maybe considered quite finished. Steamers and 
transport had been passed over Eirst Cataract, and arrangements made for food and 
provisions for few months, and nearly all the British force were on their way to 

K01 °A11 this has now been stopped, and orders given for immediate return of all 
British troops and stores to Cairo. Is this approved ? 


No. 81. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 


(Telegraphic.) 

YOURS 6th. 

Return of British troops approved. 


War Office, August 6, 1889. 


No. 82. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office—(Received August 7.) 

Admiralty, August 5, 1889 

j AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to foiward, for 
the information of the Marquis of Salisbury, a copy of a letter received from the 
Senior Officer of the Red Sea Division, dated at Suakin the 6th June, 1889, reporting 
the movements of Her Majesty’s ships, and generally as to the state of affairs at 
Suakin and in the Red Sea. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) R. D. AWDRY. 
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Inclosuve in No. 82. 

Commander Corfe to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Hoskins. 

Sir, “ Gannet ,” at Suahin, June G, 1889. 

I IIAYE the honour to inform you that since my last general letter, dated the 
15th May, 1889, the following have been the movements of Her Majesty’s ships:— 

1. I left Suakin in tlic ship under my command on the 25th ultimo, and cruized 
to the northward, calling at Baidib (Mahomet Ghoule) and Mersa flalaih, remaining 
six days at the latter port and returning to Suakin on the 3rd instant, where T arrived 
on the afternoon of the 5th. The body of Dervishes that had attacked Mersa ilalaib 
were still in the position taken up by them after their u ithdrawal from that place on 
the approach of the expedition from Suakin. The new forts, with their garrison of 
Baslii-Bazouks, appeared sufficiently strong to repel any future attacks. 

During my absence the Governor-General requested Lieutenant-Commander 
Scullard to proceed in the “Starling” to Balulur Island in consequence of tin; 
repeated visits of an Italian gun-boat to that port, and of their having opened fire on 
a body of Dervishes at Akik. The “Starling” returned to Suakin this morning, and 
Lieutenant-Commander Scullard reports having remained at Balidur Island for three 
days, during which time he saw or heard nothing of the Italian gun-boat which had 
left on the afternoon of the 25th May, and not since returned. 

2. The political situation generally has undergone no change since my last general 
letter, except that the roads to Tokar, Handoub, and Ilashcen, which were blocked by 
the Dervishes, are now open to traffic, and trade has, in consequence, revived. 

3. There has been no news from Massowah. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. M. CORFE. 


No. 83. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) War Office, August 8, 1889. 

IS the retention of Sarras advocated on military or on political grounds ? 


No. 84. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury .— (Received August 8, 11 A.JI.) 

(No. 116.) 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, August 8, 1889, 10T5 A.M. 

MY telegram No. 115 of the 5th instant: Suakin. 

Following received from General Grenfell:— 

“ Policy now pursued at Suakin is one which has had great success on the Nile 
with the Ababdch tribes. This policy was initiated on cessation of hostilities at Suakin 
in December, and I am of opinion that it may be safely given a trial. If successful, 
£ anticipate good results; if it fail, the result will be insignificant.” 

I await your Lordship’s instructions. 


No. 85. 

Mr, Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, August 8.) 

(No. 322. Ext. 115 and 116.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 8, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s telegram 
No. 71, informing me that llcr Majesty’s Government entertained considerable doubts 
as to the wisdom of the policy advocated by the local authorities at Suakin, and 
sanctioned by the Egyptian Government, by which the Chiefs of the Jladendowa tribe 
are to receive subsidies and anus on condition of their recapturing Tokar for the. 
Government and driving away the Dervishes from the neighbourhood of Suakin. 


This policy is one which General Grenfell warmly supports, and it was on his 
strong recommendation that the Egyptian Government decided to instruct the 
Governor of Suakin in the sense desired. General Grenfell was unable to furnish 
me with a statement of his views before leaving for the southern frontier, but I have 
the honour to inclose herewith copy of a telegram which I have juff received Irom 
him in support of his opinion in the matter. 

On receipt of Mr. Baruham’s despatch No. 17, Confidential, of the 10th ultimo, 
copy of which was inclosed in my despatch to your Lordship No. 302 of the 17th 
ultimo, I consulted General Dormer and asked him whether la* thought the objections 
brought forward by Mr. Barnham were unknown to General Grenfell, or would in any 
way influence his views. General Dormer replied that he was sure that General 
Grenfell was veil aware of all the disadvantages of the proposed policy, hut that they 
did not outweigh the benefits which would result in the event of the new policy being 
successful. 

Your Lordship will see from the inclosed letter addressed to me by General 
Dormer that lie himself approves of the new departure taken hv the local authorities 
if Suakin, hut that he advises the demand of hostages, in order That the absolute good 
faith of the new allies should he fully insured. 

Botli Generals agree in thinking that the failure of this policy v ill do but little 
harm, while great good may come if the results which they anticipate arc to any great 
extent realized. 

Colonel llollcd Smith reports that nothing lias, so far, been done, hut that 
arrangements arc being made for the lladcndowa Sheikhs to meet about the 12(h 
instant in order to discuss final action. 

In the event of Her Majesty’s Government disapproving of the policy, the 
instructions which have boon already sent to] Colonel Hoiled Smith can at once he 
cancelled. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 85. 

Major-General Grenfell to Mr. Clarke. 

(Telegraphic.) Task!, Am,** <U 889. 

POLICY now pursued at Suakin is one that lias had great success on the Nile 
with the Ababdch tribes. This policy was initiated on cessation ol hostilities at 
Suakin in December, and I am of opinion that it may be safely given a trial. It 
successful, I anticipate good results; if it fail, the result will he insignificant. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 85. 

Major-General Dormer to Mr. Clarke. 

Mv dear Clarke, , Cairo, Ammt 5,.1889. 

WITH regard to the question of the proposed policy at Suakm ot subsidizing the 
Hadcndowas, about which you were speaking to me yesterday, and after perusal or the 
letters and telegrams on the subject which you were good enough to show mo, L hope 
you will allow me to take this opportunity of expressing my opinion. 

J 1 a ,r re0 with Her Majesty’s Consul at Suakin that it is probably a doubtful policy 
to subsidize any of the native tribes in the district. Also I agree with him that our 
attempt to do so has not been prolific of much advantage m the case ol Amarars. 
Nevertheless, I think the circumstances have somewhat changed. In the first place, 
the characters of the two tribes are wholly different. The Amarars are weak-kneed, 
treacherous, and in every way inferior to the Iladendowas, w ho are brave and 

SUPC Gmnted that each tribe is jealous of the other and intriguing for its own interests, 
l believe that at this moment ail are united in desire of getting rid of the tyranny ol 
the Der\ islies and if they could only he assured of Government support they arc 
^cnoXin their o»,« intent to drive the MaluliMs out of the d. s net. 

I should myself trust the Hadcndowas, as I should not trust the Annuais, and itlicvi 
in their good faith; hut, at all events, we can insure their hdehty by demanding 
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i f will not hesitate to give the necessary 

hostages. It they arc acting m good fa’ 1 . • " , d A 011 their assistance, 

hostages, and eve can thus make 1,^0 lufl l.clievc great good may come 

At all events, not much harm can be (lone, 

of following this policy at the present momen . Believe me, &c. 

(Signed) J- c * 


No. 86. 

ne General Officer ° f ^ ^ ^ 

Cairo, August 8, 1889,12 m P.M. 
(Telegraphic.) . 

MINE 6th August. . continue to hold Sarras as outpost to frontier 

Sirdar presses for permission to continue 
at Wadv Haifa, and to commence lay mg iaih. __ 


No. 87. 

Vmmt to the Secretary of State for War.— 
r rhp General Officer commanding in FgyP' \ 

The Genei .V (Receiwd August 9, U *50 a.m.) ^ ^ % 1889 . 

(Telegraphic.) 

YO URS of 8th August. 

Solely on military grounds. ^_-__ 


No. 88. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarice. 

(No. 76.) Foreign Office, August 9,1889, 3A0 P.M. 

(Telegraphic) QRENFELL is urging the occupation of Sarras upon 

.n-ou™ The military authorities here concur. 
n i\ uior, Pnclm nmirovc r 


unis The military autnomn» ^- 

ThTyotfor SiTlk Vincent see any objection? 


No. 89. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to 


Mr. ClarUe.-(Sul, stance telegraphed.) 


(No. 228. list. 70.) Foreign Office, August 9,1889. 

Sir Edgar Vincent or yourself see any o jec , .. ^ am, te US1UJRY . 


No. 90. 


Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury. {Received Angus ) 

(No 316 ) Cairo, July 31, 1889. 


* 
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at Cairo with a view to provision being made for the proper supervision of the Dervish 
prisoners and for the relief of the refugees who have left Nedjumi s camp. 

F STorSip will sec that Dr.°Crookshank, Inspector-General ot Prisons has 
been sent up tlie^iver with a staff of native doctors, and that a hospital will he 

estabhjhed^Assiout. ^ General Grenfell’s views on this subject with the utmost 

rcadincss - I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 90. 

Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Mr. Clarke. 

, July 27, 1889,11 a.m. 

(Tolcgrap ucO Minister of Interior for services of Crookshank and 

s tan°fl?m qnfte ovm-done L frontier with refugees and prisoner,, and quite, unaMe 

to n-u-o adequate military medical assistance for this service. I hope you mil Bee Kn* 
to spare aaequaie mu. v ; d to avoid scan dal, winch might at any 

moment’arisc owiDa 1 to 11 my^being 0 unable to attend sufficiently to the wants and meffical 

comfort of these refuged I think that Crookshank should he accompanred by as lar 0 
a staff of native doctors as possible. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 90. 

Mr. Clarke to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) Cairo, My 28, !889, 320 P.M. 

CroolSuulk"and three native 1 doctors will start as soon as possible. Is the numhu 
sufficient ? _____ --- 

Inclosurc 3 in No. 90. 

Major-General Sir F. Grenfell to Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General, Egyptian 
J Head-quarters, Cairo. 

. Assouan, July 28, 1889, 10 a.m. 

children, and hoys have been released already and arc ^commend that anv 

between Korosko and Assouan, and rrr Assouam tscl I P“7 C STserrd any who 
more should be released in this; Mudineh and lave Ink” over by the 

dangerous,” and^rctugccs^ ^ arrougomcnts for their transport and food to 

bub uovtri , • „ furnished by Commandant, Assouan. With the 

Ass tout, military esco > e> . h Mi nist C r has been good enough to place at 

assistance of ar angements will he quite satisfactory. I am of 

my disposal, I think flu itmet b ma de t Assiout by Minister ol Interior 

sSsstcrrrring between Assouan and Assiont, 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 90. 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

Cairo, July 28, 1889, 2 P.M. 

(Td !$£iee„ Kiaz Pasha with WavMinister, to this 

send prisoners from Assouan to Assiou ’ ' 0 j prisoners, “ dangerous,” “ non- 

™ *“S«8 hsmded^oyer to Mudfr^representative. Lieut hospitat 
will be prepared by Minister of Interioi. 


No. 91. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury. -(Received August 10.) 

(No. 317.) Cairo, July 31, 1889. 

My Lord, Wnwitb cony of the annual Report addressed to 

- wau. - 

cotton is 168,421 feddans less than that^ 18 ° 8 - ^ ^ x tliat of the year 

The total yield of tlie cotton c J°b , ^Lsual coolness of the temperature in. 
1887. This M J Boinet attributes partly to 
tlie months of August and September 

This year’s crop promises on the + ^ t nU mlfer of villages which have, within 
M. Boinet notes m conclusion that ^“tton has increased by 241. This 
the last three years, taken up the 

increase has occurred principally m Uppu L 0 ypt. T hayC) &c 

(Signed) L S. CLARKE. 


No. 92. 

The General Officer eo, amandin,j in Egypt to *° 8«r't*ry of State for War.- 
(Received August 10,1*10 r.M.) 

. Cairo, August 10,1889,12'55 p.M. 

(Telegraphic.) » nTU i nth instant, it is only proposed 

WITH reference to my telegrams of 8 th ““Lfdarnel-men, and to recon- 
to hold Sarras as an outpost witli a gw 'J\ y \l c \ x materials arc at hand. 

struct railway from Wady Haifa to San as, down to occupy and hold 

In case of advance of enemy a, bnttiOifln conM increase ^ isoa 

Sarras and prevent the enemy making a lodgment tucic. 
or any but slight expense on frontier is anticipated. 

Letter by to-day’s mail-steamer. _ 


No. 93. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Sulisbury.-(Rccewed August 12, 11 A.M.) 

(No. 117.) . Cairo, August 12,1880,10'35 A.M. 

(Telegraphic.) , 

MY telegram No. 110: Suakm. p _n ftW ; n „ telegram from Governor-General 
General commanding 1ms received following tuc 0 iam 

at Suakin, dated 10th 1Ww i here to-day; start to-morrow to attack 

8 j:;» 

Zi ftX ”n“t — districts, nave many hostages hero it 
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i i +i-«r.rvi TTadendo'wa district hostile, and 
I'cauired but consider undesirable to demand them. Hade 

w?sh to^loarBervishesIp ttar con^ ^ dcflnMy m wishes of tier 

Majcsty^Governmentkimwnf^NMly’instnictions are dcsirahic 

(C0,1 “smith has more than 

poi" To Step without previous eommun, cation 

\vith English authorities here. __ — - 


No, 94. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mu Cl a) he. 

(No. 77.) . Foreign Office, August 12, 1889, 4 20 P.M- 

(TolC foimtdegram No. 117 of to-day. plain to his allies that they 

Please ascertain whether Cohnud^Snnth^has n ^ 1 r(J worelcd in the proposed 

will receive no succoui iiom tlie 

expedition to Sinkat. ____ __ 


No. 95. 

. ., nf Salisbury.—{Received August 12, 4*30 r.M.) 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of SaltsUuiy. \ 

(No. 118.) . Cair0 > Aur J USt 12,18S<,) ‘ 

( T <' k ?OtTB Lordship’s telegram No 70. ^ collsulto4 Sir E. Vincent. We 

-&&£&****&•* - - 
week. ___——■———-- 


” No. 96. 

7 _ • n f Salisbury.—(Received August 13, 1*30 P.M*) 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbui J K 

(No. 119.) Cairo, August 13,1889,12-30 r.M. 

.-rr. 

and rifles. Expect to Hear icsun _ ^ _____ 


No. 97. 

, r ... QfiHshurv —(Received by telegraph, August 13.) 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury. K 

/X r 091 R x t. 117 and 119.) Cairo, August 13, 1889. _ 

reference to m, f. despatch No. 32^^ 

the new tribal policy . W° k ri«ivcrhy Genem°'Dormer from Colonel Uollod Smith, 
Suakin on the 10th instant, and stated 
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a small Dervish force lias been attempting to extort taxes ; also tliat Colonel Holled 
Smith did not consider it advisable to demand hostages. 

In obedience to your Lordship’s instructions, I ascertained trom him that the 
only assistance he was* giving the Hadendowas consisted of arms and food. _ lie states 
that “ nothin 0 ’ further is demanded or expected.” I therefore understand that he has 
made it clea/to the allies that they will receive no assistance from Egyptian troops if 
the expedition to Sinkat proves unsuccessful. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 97. 

Colonel Holled Smith to General Dormer. 

(Telco'ranliic ) Sualcin, August 11,1889. 

SEVEN IIUNDRED Iladendowas collected here to-day. Start to-morrow attack 
Sinkat as preliminary step, where small Dervish force are attempting to extort taxes 
and raidin'* Arabs. If disbanded now will be difficult to re-collect, and will have bad 
effect on others collecting in different districts. Have many hostages here if required, 
but consider inadvisable to demand them. Iladendowa district hostile, and wish clear 
Dervishes from their country. 


, Inclosure 2 in No. 97. 

Colonel Holled Smith to General Dormer. 

(Telegraphic.) „ , Bmkh>, August 13.1889 . 

THOROUGHLY understand Government. Only assisting with arms, rood, 
nothing further demanded or expected. More is resulting [from] reaction [of] tribes 
against Dervishes, and resentment [at] exactions and outrages.^ Seven hundred 
Iladendowas went [to] Sinkat yesterday. Issued food, rifles. Expect hear result 
to-morrow. 


No. 98. 

Foreign Office to Admiralty. 

Foreign Office, August 13, 1889. 

WITH reference to vour letter of the 22nd ultimo on the subject of the necessity 
for the presence of a British vessel of war at Suakin, I am directed by the Marquis ol 
Salisbury to surest, for the consideration of the Lords Commissioners ot the 
Admiralty, the advisability of desiring the Admiral commanding on the Mediterranean 
.Station to inform Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul-General in Egypt, by telegraph, 
whenever he proposes to withdraw the vessel even temporarily trom Suakin, so that 
an opportunity mav be given to the authorities at Cairo to bring to the notice oi lici 
Majesty’s Government any special circumstances which would in their opinion renclci 
such withdrawal inexpedient. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) P. CURRIE. 


No. 99. 

Consul Barnham to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received August 15.) 

M V ° Lori M ' J 27, 78S9 ' 

WITH reference to my cypher telegram of the 12 th instant, conveying my 
opinion upon the present state of things at Suakin, and the advisability ot removing 
the black battalion for service elsewhere, I have the honour to make the following 
observations: 
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At intervals during the present 

coast in sufficient force to endanger autll0ri ties he rc, as it is 

*—■ t 

duty. , , q i • +i ia ^ \girn is threatened, and the Egyptian 

This week a report reached Suakin that fif men< The small 

gun-boat “ MutUbar ’’ has in consequeencebeion sc .'« ^ t0 J my telegram, was 
force of Dervishes at Agwamtn, near Meisa uaian , 

iteSlf! at n ffiast‘ noVat FCscntT e aiul whenever they occur they have sma 

success since the new fort has been bruit. tlivee battalions here to meet all 

.“iKSSSXi two gun-boats should be statroned hero 

permanently^ ^ the “ Gannct” 

wlS-^'top^ed'wiH “ick to Sues, a,.d is still absent tUc authorities 

™ The’latter portion of my telegram “" t «e Tobar. In writing to 

have adopted of employing Uadendowali improte hi c it was that the 

Mr. E. S. Clarke upon tins subject, I P samc Arabs had made a similar ollci 

Hadendowahs were acting m good iait > ‘ - military authorities have loir., 

last yea™ and were not trusted. I know, ^ ^ ^ residence here attach more 
I riffied such a scheme, but civilians a\1i e powerful in tlic Soudan, that it 

mSei to the faet that intertribal JO^msy is so Pow 0 ;^ ^ ot ultimate 

makes it impossible to organise tor » PJ o{ paid friendlies has otto done 

success. It has been lound tb.it 1 S tribes which only 

sas* <™» -—-**“ 

»-—.. d . r v, * «»»..«■ 


No. 100. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke. 

Foreign Office, August 16, ^iom' or 

(Telegraphic.) occrmation of Sarras entail, including foitifications 

v WIT AT expense would occupauon u 

iucreasc^of Egyptian army if such are requ.rod * 

Consult Vincent. __—- 


No. 101. 

Mr. Clurlic to it, Marguis of Salisbury. -(RecM August 17.) 

(No. 323.) ■ “ r °:/s-ntbv General 

Grenlell on the 3ul 1 [ ls a . • q p - is Dervish forces. 

under his command, ol N ejum,. (si g P. S. CLARKE. 
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Inclosure in No. 101. 
General Grenfell to General Dormer. 


(Telegraphic.) Toski, August 3, 1889. 

RECONNOITRED Ncjumi’s camp at daylight with 20th Hussars, and all 
mounted men; found him just leaving his camp. His lighting men came on holdly, 
and I retired north, taking up successive positions till arrival of two infantry brigades, 
which I had ordered out. I then drew him on to within 1 miles of our camp, and, 
when supported by infantry, advanced, and after seven hours’ severe fighting, two 
positions being taken by the bayonet, drove him back into the desert, killing him and 
all his principal Emirs and 1,500 of his lighting men. Dervishes charged frequently 
and were met by infantry in line, and 20th Hussars and Egyptian cavalry charged 
retiring force, and completely routed them. Eollowcd his force till all his lighting 
men had been disposed of, taking his only remaining gun and fifty standards and 
large number of rifles and spears. Egyptian horse artillery most effective. Lieu¬ 
tenant B. Cotton, Shropshire Light Infantry, Egyptian army, dangerously wounded; 
Major D. Hunter, Lancashire Regiment, slightly wounded. Kitchener commanded 
all mounted troops; Wodeliouse, infantry; Randle, artillery; Irwin and Beech, 
English and Egyptian cavalry; Settle, Senior Staff Officer. To these officers I am 
greatly indebted for excellent service and assistance. British troops can now return 
to Cairo. I estimate Dervish strength at 3,000 fighting men, with large numbers of 
camp followers. 


No. 102. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received by telegraph, August 17.) 

(No. 326. Ext, 122.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 17,1889. 

I IIAYE the honour to inform your Lordship that General Sir Francis Grenfell, 
who returned to Cairo this morning, has given Sir Edgar Vincent and myself his 
views with regard to the occupation of Sarras. General Grenfell explained to us that 
his proposal to occupy that place is in no way connected with the question of the 
extension of the frontier, or with any idea of a future advance on Dongola. In his 
opinion, however, it is absolutely necessary to prevent an important position like 
Sarras from again becoming a Dervish stronghold and a base for raids on the 
surrounding Nile villages. It would be held merely as a military outpost; no 
extensive fortifications involving expenditure would be erected, and only a sum of 
300/. or 400/. would he required for the repair of the railway from Wady Haifa. On 
the recent occupation of Sarras by Egyptian troops huts were found there, constructed 
by the Dervishes, sufficient to house 10,000 men, which were principally built of 
railway material, and this can be used for the repair of the line. 

When the Egyptian battalion is withdrawn from Sarras, General Grenfell proposes 
to hold it by a small body of irregulars—horsemen and camelmen—who arc already in 
the service of the Egyptian Government. There will, therefore, he no increase in the 
strength of the army, and no additional expense. According to military experience 
the Dervishes, as a rule, come down and collect at first in small numbers, and the 
irregulars would, it is thought, in all probability, suffice to keep them in check, if not 
to disperse them altogether. At any rate, timely notice of the advance of any large 
force could always be obtained, and Egyptian reinforcements sent on to Sarras (if it 
were deemed necessary to hold the place) in a few hours by rail from Haifa. In fact, 
the Sirdar considers it not unlikely that eventually the garrison of Haifa might be 
reduced, as Sarras would no longer constitute a danger to the frontier. 

General Grenfell’s proposals are shortly to be submitted for the decision of the 
Egyptian Government, and I fully anticipate that Riaz Pasha will approve of the 
measure. 1 Lis Excellency, like General Grcnlell, has no idea of advocating any 
extension of the frontier beyond Sarras. 

Taking all the circumstances of the case into consideration, Sir Edgar Vincent 
and myself can see no reason to object, either on financial or political grounds, to the 
course proposed by the military authorities in this matter. If this proposition is not 


accepted, General Grenfell is of opinion that the force of mounted troops at Haifa 
must be increased to prevent raids, which will be directed from Sarras. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLAR-KE. 


No. 103. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received August 18, 4 r.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) i Oavro, An( J ltA 18 > 1889 ’ , 

GOVERNOR Suakin telegraphs that Iladcndowas drove Dervishes out ol Sinkat, 
recovering large amount of cattle which Dervishes had captured from loyal natives. 

Sirdar considers that this will have very good effect, as Sinkat was head¬ 
quarters of Moussa Digna, and lias been occupied by Muhdusts since its tall in 


No. 104. 

War Office to Foreign Office.—{Received August 20.) 

o. War Office, August 20, 1889. 

x AM directed by the Secretary of State for War to transmit to you, for the 
information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, the inclosed copies ol a 

telegram with regard to affairs in Egypt. 

n I am, &c. 

(Signed) RALPH THOMPSON. 


Inclosure in No. 104. 

The Secretary of State for War to the General Officer commanding in Egypt. 

(Telegraphic.) „ , 20,188 9 . 

w n nmiflK lm.s no ohiection to Grcnlell s proposals about Sarras. 


No. 105. 


The Marquis of Salisbury to Mr. Clarke. 

(No. 23G.) Foreign Office , August 23,1889. 

WITH reference to your telegram No. 122 of the 17th instant, I have to inlorm 
vou that a telegram has been sent to the General Officer commanding in Egypt by 
the Secretary of State for War, to the effect that lie has no objection to General 

Grenfell’s proposals with regard to the occupation of Sarras. 

A 1 am, Ac. 


LI * T TCniTTUV 


No. 106. 


Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received August 30, 2 r.M.) 


Cairo, August 30, 1889, 12'50 P.M. 


(No. 12G.) 

(Telegraphic.) 

Governor-General is pursuing his policy. He reports Hadendowas left Suakin 
yesterday morning to join other tribes at Sinkat. Some ol the Amarars joined 
them. Moussa Digna is atErkowcet, and lias been reinforced by 300 men, Rom whom 
deserters have come in, and report great discord betw eon Moussa and Baggara Emir. 
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They have no food. It is reported Tokar tribes are desirous of deserting Osman 
if a favourable opportunity occurs. 

(Confidential.) 

I venture to suggest that Sir E. Baring be informed of the above. He is, 1 
know, opposed to tliis policy. 


No. 107. 

Sir W. White to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 6.) 

(No. 343. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Therapia, August 23, 1889. 

IN a long interview which I had by appointment this morning with the Grand 
Vizier, his Highness alluded to the financial difficulties which were in the way of the 
Sultan, both as regards the proper completion of the defences of the Bosphorus, and 
the repairing and refitting of the existing fleet, and the construction of new ships 
without which the present ones, lie added, would hardly he sufficient for naval 
operations. 

Ilis Highness further said that lie did not see his way to raising sufficient money 
for that purpose except by a conversion of the Egyptian tribute loan, and this led 
him to speak of the Egyptian question, lie said it could not remain for ever in the 
present unsatisfactory condition, and he asked mo to tell him whether I did not think 
this was a good time for reopening negotiations with Her Majesty’s Government. I 
replied “Certainly not.” I pointed out. that I had repeatedly,under instructions from 
your Lordship, and even quite lately, encouraged the Sultan to state in London what 
llis Majesty wants about Egypt, hut hitherto without any result; but it appeared to 
me that the late expedition we had to send to resist the advance from the Soudan was 
a proof that it was impossible for us to guarantee the security of Egypt and the further 
progress of the reforms initiated there, and which it was incumbent upon us to carry 
out if wc were to withdraw the small English garrison now left. 

The Grand Vizier hinted that Turkish troops might be employed there if any 
such occasion arose after our departure, to which I had a very easy answer to give him 
by calling his attention to the injurious delays which attended the sending of reinforce¬ 
ments to Crete, and in conclusion I said that the policy of Her Majesty’s Government 
had been quite lately laid down by your Lordship in your reply to the Earl of 
Carnarvon in the House of Lords, and the assurances given in it ought to be satisfactory 
to the Sultan. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. A. WHITE. 


No. 108. 

Mr. Clarlie to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 9.) 

(No. 331.) 

My Lord, Cairo, August 26, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to transmit to your Lordship herewith a Report which General 
Sir Francis Grenfell has been good enough to address to me on the subject of the 
situation on the Egyptian frontier subsequent to the battle of Toski. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure in No. 108. 

Major-Genei'al Sir F. Grenfell to Mr. Clarke. 

Head-quarters, Egyptian Army, War Office, Cairo, 
Sir, ^ _ August 24, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to submit to you a short Report on the situation on the 
Egyptian frontier subsequent to the action of Toski on the 3rd instant. 
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I estimate that the Dervish force crossed the frontier some 14,000 strong, of 
whom upwards of 5,500 were fighting men, the remainder being camp followers, together 
with a percentage of the natives of Dongola and other southern provinces, who had 
been forced to join the Dervish army, acting as their slaves and carriers. At the action 
of Arguin their casualties, including killed, wounded, prisoners, and deserters, amounted 
to approximately 2,000. Subsequent to the action of Arguin, and prior to that of Toski, 

I do not think the Dervish casualties could have been less than 3,000, exclusive of 
numerous desertions south, approximately 1,000. At the action of Toski 1,500 were 
killed, and 3,000 prisoners taken. Subsequent to the action of Toski 1,100 are 
reported to have escaped south, and I do not think I am under-estimating in placing the 
number of the enemy who have died from exhaustion in the desert at from 1,200 to 
1,500. The great majority of these consisted of camp followers, and must have died 
in the various camps or on the march from day to day. Those who came to the river 
and showed signs of wishing to give themselves up were invariably taken on board the 
patrolling gun-boats and brought into camp. The number taken in this way cannot have 
been less than 1,C00. Speaking generally, it may be roughly estimated that, of the 14,000 
Dervishes who crossed the frontier, some 2,500 in all have succeeded in returning south. 
All the remainder are cither prisoners or have died or been killed. The number of 
prisoners of war now on the hands of the Egyptian Government amounts approximately 
to between 5,000 and 6,000, a small number of whom are wounded. A small percentage 
are inhabitants of the Dongola Province, who were forced to join the Dervish movement 
against their will, hut the great majority are of the fighting races, the Baggara and 
.laalin, regarding whose future disposal I have addressed a note to the Egyptian 
Government, and I have no doubt that with the precautionary measures for their safe 
keeping which I have suggested, no danger need be anticipated from their presence in 
Egypt. 

To have a large number of Dervish prisoners thrust on my hands at a moment when 
transport was scarcely sufficient to enable me to bring sufficient troops to and from the 
scene of action was a very serious hindrance to the mobility of the Nile Field Force, but 
it may he a satisfaction to Her Majesty’s Government to know that all possible care and 
attention was bestowed on those prisoners who stood in need of it, both as regards their 
treatment in hospital and their welfare in the various camps which had to be formed on 
the long line of river communication. Previous to my quitting Assouan for Toski 1 
arranged with the Ministry of the Interior that I would be responsible for all prisoners of 
war as far north as Assiout, at which point my responsibility would cease. The Minister 
of the Interior was good enough to place an English doctor and a staff of native doctors 
at my disposal on the frontier, and with the medical assistance obtained from the 
Egyptian army, the sick and wounded prisoners of war were well fed and cared for. 

At Toski a prisoners’ depht was formed and placed under the command of a senior 
native officer, the general supervision and organization of this as well as the other 
prisoners’ camps being carried out by the Intelligence Department of the Egyptian 
army. 

All prisoners on first arrival in camp were medically inspected, and those requiring 
treatment were admitted to hospital. A large, camp for Dervish prisoners, with 
corresponding medical arrangements, was formed at Korosko, which was the first station 
down from the front, and was gradually filled up from Toski and Haifa, the prisoners 
being floated clown in barges or native sailing-boats. 

As opportunity occurred, they were gradually evacuated from Korosko to Shellal and 
Assouan, where those requiring medical treatment were removed to the military base 
hospital, the remainder being confined in the military prison. 

From this place they are in course of being sent down to Assiout, being all carefully 
classified as to their families, tribes, &c., and vaccinated, so that the delegates of the 
Ministry of the Interior will have no difficulty in disposing of them in their various 
categories. The dangerous prisoners will no doubt be incarcerated with Egyptian 
prisoners, while the non-dangerous prisoners will be eventually disposed of and will 
probably be amalgamated with the inhabitants of Egypt. 

The consideration shown to prisoners of the enemy by officers and men of the force 
under my command was very remarkable. On many occasions Egyptian soldiers taking 
prisoners when on patrol shared with them their food and water, and T consider that the 
lives of many were saved by the humane treatment they received. 

It is eminently satisfactory to note that through the whole period in which the 
enemy was within Egyptian territory not a single inhabitant of the frontier province 
was killed or wounded, and not a head of cattle fell into the enemy’s bands. This good 
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result is in a large measure attributable to the arrangements made by Lieutenant-Colonel 
Wodchouse for the safety of the province of which he is the Governor, and though the 
Egyptian Government is under the necessity of compensating the inhabitants of the 
west bank for the loss of their dhourra and date crops, I consider that the comparatively 
small sum thus lost to Government is amply compensated by the results obtained, and 
had not these steps been taken, the period during which Dervishes remained in Egyptian 
territory would have been undoubtedly prolonged. 

The inhabitants have now returned to their deserted villages, and are rapidly 
making up for lost time. Complete confidence has been restored, and I now look on the 
prospects of tranquillity on the frontier as being assured for some time, a tact which will 
materially tend to improve the condition of the frontier province, and add to the welfare 
of its inhabitants, whose loyalty to Government during the late Dervish inroad had been, 
without exception, complete. 

I regret that the state of the country to the north of Assouan cannot be considered 
so satisfactory. That disloyalty existed in Bimban as well as other districts is undoubted, 
and steps are being taken to bring the ringleaders to justice. 

A Commission will shortly be assembled in Cairo to inquire into the circumstances 
which brought about this disloyalty. Full information being now in the possession of 
the Egyptian Government, it is to be hoped that a severe example will be made of any 
districts charged with complicity in the recent Dervish movement. 

I have further represented to the Egyptian Government the necessity of establishing 
a more strict police surveillance in Upper Egypt. At the same time, I venture to hope 
that the effect of this last Dervish reverse will deter any renewal of disloyal feeling in 
Upper Egypt. 

The state of affairs in the eastern desert is very reassuring. The Ababdeh Sheikh 
of Korosko, Saleh Bey, has succeeded in driving the Dervishes from Murat, where they 
had established themselves for some time. A small party of Dervishes still remain in 
the Bisharine country, in the proximity of Jebel Elba, but the Bisharine are apparently 
determined not to allow the occupation of their country by Dervishes ; and will no doubt 
eventually drive them away. 

Bisher Bey has recently returned from that country, having reinforced the desert 


I do not therefore anticipate any difficulties in the Atbai at present, and look on 
the possibility of Assouan being threatened as now quite remote. I have therefore 
reduced the garrison of that place to two battalions, while the remaining frontier 
garrison are disposed of in the same way as they were previous to the Dervish inroad. 

The death of Nejurni will be a severe blow to Mahdiismwhen it is remembered that 
he was the conqueror of Hicks’ force, and the Commander of the Dervish army which 
took Khartoum. 

The complete rout, therefore, of Nejurni’s force must, I consider, delay the 
probability of an advance for some time. 

If, indeed, reliance is to be placed on reports and statements of Dervish prisoners, 
they all tend to show the Dervish power has greatly diminished latterly, that the country 
is said to be ripe for revolt against Mahdiism, and that the Khalifa looks with alarm on 
the spread of the Senoussi movement in the AVcsternSoudan. The occupation of Sarras 
]jy Egyptian troops, though mainly with the object of obtaining more information as to 
the movements of the enemy, and giving more time for preparation to meet an invading 
force, will, at the same time, have good results. 

Any advance into the Soudan must tend to reassure the inhabitants, and the 
enemv’s advanced base of operations becomes considerably further removed from the 
Egyptian garrison of Haifa, which with a railway of 32 miles in length to its advanced 
outposts at Sarras will be in a far better position than it was when an army of 14,000 
could collect with impunity within a short distance of the Egyptian frontier. 

In conclusion, it is my very pleasant duty to bring to your notice the excellent 
conduct of the Egyptian troops on the occasion of the action of Toski. The conduct of 
the black troops has been tested on previous occasions, but the conduct of the purely 
Egyptian troops who were brought into close contact, in line formation, with large 
numbers of Dervishes was most satisfactory. One instance came specially under my 
notice, when at a critical moment men of the 13th Soudanese Battalion were slightly 
checked by a heavy fire, having lost seventy men killed and wounded in a few minutes. 
This battalion was reinforced by the 1st Battalion Egyptians, who charged by their side 
up a hill strongly held by the enemy, whom they met with the point of the bayonet, and 
lie Dervishes, being driven from their position in spite of determined charges, were alL 
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suxssass ttgssssaz— "" 

(Signed) ’ F. GRENFELL, jft/or-GW^ 


No. 109. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received September .) 

(No. 333.) Cairo, Auqust 30, 1889. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure 1 hi -No. 109. 

Colonel Hotted Smith to Major-General Grenfell 

Sualdn, August loot*. 

(Tel ^NIOTananged between Hadendowa and Amaral who Remise support. 

Inclosure 2 in No. 109. 

Colonel Rolled Smith to Major-General Grenfell. 

Suakin, August 29, 1889. _ 

(Telegraphic.) Cl ■ fb : s morning to join Abdul Kader, their 

1 HADENDOWA Arabs leave Suakm this J tlicm by mutual consent 

Sheikh, and other tribes at Smkat. Son e d by 30 0 men, from whom several 

Moussa Digna is at Erkowit and ce betwecn MoU ssa and Baggara Emir, 

deserters have come in and repoi » , , »i "Rukab in, who promises to cease 

They have no food Mahmoud.Bey bvouglt A y tribos a rc dwiiwo to desert 

raidin', and support the loyal tribes, lie leper 

Osman if a favourable opportunity presents._^_ 


No. 110. 

The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir W. White. 

(No. 292.) Foreign Office, September 10,1889. 

Sir ’ I HAVE received and laid before the Queen 

Confidential, of the 23rd in reply to his Highness 

5 i—*«*. ana n- 

Government is entirely approver. *c. 


No. 111. 

Mr . Clarke ,o the Marais of Sali S Unj.-(Ueceieed September 11,2'25 P.M.) 

(No. 131.) Cairo, September 11,1889. 

(Telegraphic.) . , 

the Dervishes, Arab toon^ hasten stance to the tribes, and not to 







43 


No. 112. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.— {Received by telegraph, September 11.) 

(No. 340. Ext. 131.) a ± 7 11 i qqq 

Lorfl Cairo, September 11, 1889. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 33G of the 5th instant, I have the honoin 

to report that, in consequence of the irresolute action of the Hadendowas in the 

attempts they have been making to drive out the Dervishes from the vicinity of Suakm, 

the Aral) force which had been collected together for that purpose has been 

disbanded^ gmitll Jias p ecn instructed to incur no further expenditure; to 

give no more assistance in the way of food and arms to the tribes, and not to renew 

bis promises to the Sheikhs without authority from Cairo. 

1 I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. S. CLARKE. 


No. 113. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received September 12.) 

Mv Loixl^ Cairo , September 5, 1889. 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 333 of the 30th ultimo, I have the honour 
to state that the reports received within the last fews days from the Governor of 
Suakin show that no decisive action has as yet been taken by the Hadendowas and the 
other friendly tribes. A slight engagement took place between them and the 
Dervishes about the 3rd instant, but without any result. Colonel llolled Smith is 
now inclined to doubt the sincerity of some of the more distant tribes as none 
of them have, up to the present, joined the movement. He has told all the Sheikhs 
that unless they really show a desire to drive the Dervishes out of the country, all 
further assistance from the Government in the way of food and arms will cease. 

The sum so far expended in dliurra, &c., is very inconsiderable. 

(Confidential• )^ ^ telcgmmg scnt to the “Times” newspaper from Suakin are 

inspired by Mr. Wylde. But little importance should therefore be attached to the 
information they contain. The Egyptian War Office proposed to establish a censor¬ 
ship of the press at Suakin, but the present state of affairs is not sufficiently serious 
for so stringent a measure. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLARKE. 


No. 114. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office— {Received Seytember 13.) 

g* v Admiralty, September 10, 1889. 

WITH reference to previous correspondence respecting the withdrawal ol Her 
Maiesty’s ship “Gannet” from Suakin in July last, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for the perusal of the Marquis of Salisbury, 
copy of a letter from the Commander-in-chief in the Mediterranean, dated the 27th 

2. My Lords desire me to observe that the local authorities at Suakin should be the 
best judges of the expediency of a temporary departure from Suakin of the man-of-war 
usually retained there, and they consider the explanation quite satisfactory, and do not 
propose to interfere with the Commander-in-chiefs discretionary power of temporarily 
detaching from Suakin, under special circumstances, the vessel usually stationed there. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR, 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 114. 

Vice-Admiral Sir A. Ho slam to Admiralty. 

“ Dreadnought at Catania, August 27» 18 89. 

S,r ' I HAVE the honour to -hnowjcdgothe receipt ox plotter rf 

on the subject ot the withdrawal of Hei . j| - y \ ^ ] igl)Urv reqU ests that the Lords 
copy of a letter from the Foreign Office, m i Jich lmi ^ 0[Kce lettcr 0 f the 

Commissioners of the Admiralty may ie | contingency of Suakin being left without 
10th July last, he expressed the opinion that me conun e j 

fuThittSu ti t'noflccn the ease, an the Mowing statement will 

Sh ° W 3 . On the 21st July I received the telegrrm, f SeS'mf ft 

Suakin was not to be left without 10 P 1 ^® 0 ” . telegraph, to the senior officer at 

Almeria, and was immediately repeated by me, by telc^rap , 

Suakin. • i . i „. rn i )V telegraph of the arrival that day at 

4, hatflcft suaki,,onthc19 ■ 

'" S h 6.' Commander Cori'e adds Hint, to render his 

Generalofthe= Red ^° ra ’ ^“also adds that everything had been quiet in that 

neighbourhood for some time and that »•»" noTpossiblo for me to inform 

7. Their Lordships will therefore tUo proposed temporary withdrawn 

Her Majesty’s Agent and Consui-Genual m L )lt *“11^ of thc Governor-General 
of the “ Gannet that it was arranged oca ), ^ tl th ^ U nt nec0S8it y, involving the 

o«to» have been received that Suakm was no 

- s 

that if they cannot have Bnti^ wl ius ^atu eQU8 conc lusions, and to misconstrue 

British seamen, are rendered liable t° J 1 promp ted solely by the good ot tin 

the most proper and necess, y » ‘ ^ arc reat ly to suggest a disregard of the 

service and the interest oi thu » \ vhich ih wholly without foundation. 

requirements of the situation 1‘ ’ Corfc’s letter, reporting Ins reasons for 

9. I inclose a copy of <i^f aSs at Suakin at the time, 
proceeding to Sue/., and the s ‘ j have, &c. 

(Signed) A. H. HOSKINS. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 114. 

Commander Corfe to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Hoskins. 

“ Gannet ,” at Suez ., July 27, 1889. 

Sir • /• ,i,oi r left Suakin for tins port on the I9lu 

I HAVE Hie honour to inform you thal I ltft sum, 

instant, under the following Umc from rheumatism and debility, con- 

A marine who had been s.rf*w,i'ghff“^n represented to me the necessity tor 
.sequent on fever, grew so weak that the Sun » Vi ' bim l0 England by the earliest 

£35$ e S's3 ; a Vo" tus sjdp 

^«“ ™ ntracl " lcaving f#r 8 

b [7.W] 
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of fever occurred between the 19th and the 27th, and there was one death from heat¬ 
stroke on the 20th, the latter being a Seedie employed in the stoke-hole. 

3. I arrived here on the 24th instant, and purpose returning to Suakin alter the 

arrival of the mail on the 1st proximo. . 

4. Before leaving, I consulted with the Governor-General of the Red Sea Littoral, 
who assured me there was nothing to render my presence at Suakin necessary. 

5. Everything had been quiet in that neighbourhood for some time, and trade was 

rapidly increasing. 

* J I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. COREE. 


No. 115. 

Mr. Elliot to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 16.) 

M^°Lord^ Paris , September 14, 1889. 

7 THE visit of the Princes Abbas Bey and Mchemct Ali Bey, sons of His Highness 
the Khedive, has been made the occasion of a somewhat effusive manifestation of 
sympathy with their country and its Ruler on the part of the Erench Government. 

The Princes are lodged in the house recently occupied by the Shah ot 1 ersia, as 
the guests of the Government, and a Prcnch official is in constant attendance upon 
them On the 9tli instant they were entertained by the Erench Minister for Foreign 
Affairs at a dinner to which, besides the Turkish Ambassador, only members of the 
Erench Government and Foreign Office, and Frenchmen connected with the Egyptian 
Administration, were invited. After dinner M. Spuller proposed the toast of the 
health of the Khedive and prosperity to Egypt m a short speech, of which I inclose a, 
renort and in which he referred to the indissoluble bond of tradition, interest, and 
sympathy which united France and Egypt. The Turkish Ambassador replied m a few 
words, thanking the Minister for the sentiments he had uttered. T • 

The day before yesterday the Princes were invested with the Order of the Legion 
of Honour, Abbas Bey receiving the insignia of Grand Officer, and Meliemct All Bey 
those of Officer. The members of their suite also received the decorations of various 

classes of the Order. j haye> &c . 

(Signed) E. ELLIOT. 


Inclosure in No. 115. 

Extract from the “ Temps” of September 11, 1889. 

HIER soil', a la fin du diner quo M. Spuller a offert en l’honneur des fils du 
Khddide, le Ministre des Affaires Etrangbres a porte lo toast suivaut: 

“ Me ‘‘ S Je U crois repondre h vos sentiments a tons en vous proposantde lever vos verres 
en l’honneur de Son Altesse le Khedive Mohamed Tewfik, Pacha d Egypte. 

“ En portant la santd de votre pbre, Monseigneur, e’est aussi la v6tre que nous 
i votre frbre. Au nom de tous ccux que jai tenu a reumr ce sou 

antour de vous et qui sont tous les amis sinebres, les amis d6sintdrcss6s de votre pays 
et de son Gouvernement, ie bois h la prospdritd de 1 Egypte, cette terre antique et 
touiours ieune et fecondc, que votre illustre pbre cst cliargd, sous la suzeramet6 de sa 
Majestd Imperiale le Sultan, de conduire dans les voies du bicn-etro, du progr^s, et do 

k Ci « Yous°cintinuerez une oeuvre si bien commence, Monseigneur ; vous trouverez 
touiours, pour vous y aider, la France indissolublcment li6e h 1 Egypte par tant de 

tradi !^W 0 i rams f olmont nous tous qui tous entourom en ce moment, des 
voeux si sinc&res pour vous et votre dynastie.” 

Son Excellence Essad Pacha, Ambassadeur do Turquie a Paris, a r^pondu en 
quelques paroles par lesquelles il a vivement remercid le Mimstre des Alta,res 
Etrang^res des sentiments qu’il venait d’expnmer._ 
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Consul Cameron to 


No. 116. 

the Marquis of Sdisbury.-(R miMd September 21.) 


(No. 20. Confidential.) Bengazi, September f, 1889. 

My Lord, , , , -^r in n f the 19 th August, I have the honour o 

y IN continuation of my despatch No. 19 ot the iJtn a 

w - 

arrived by land from Soluk. anc [ sending forward an advance 

X hcSSSic remaindm- lor Ojila-dalo on the 24th August. 

8 — b - to0 flcd inl ° 

the interior. . ^tried Bcsliir Medcni, a worthy man, a pensioner of 

the SutofneK oHhedcc““d founder of the Medcni sect winch is a rival ot 

1 he Senoussi in these parts. . t> i 1P ed Pasha’s appointment from the 

Beshir states that the real tribes, is that the Sultan is 

Palace, and of his recent extensive opei at o t0 Constantinople. 

anxious to test Scnonssi’s influence, and to mduoehn ^ ^ ^ even taken them 
That the Pasha, having- ovciaw * me ditating an expedition from Opiate 

with him as allies against the Arabs at Opla, 

" “ y 01 “ 

shorter distance from Jalo to Jaiabub, b ith w hich the troops arc provided, the 
In addition to the water-shms and■ ba ^ in Uie ^sert. 

Pasha took down 600 more empty _aw ‘ ■ • a cam paign against Senoussi; and 1 

Lp^rXrXuS ’his inaction will he ascribed ,e 

inabi ,it y and not to disinclination. ^ have, ^ALD A. CAMEBON. 

P s,—About two days ago arnved a lettm- from 

— ouly *7 1 

them, to Jarabuli from Isttara wteo ^ ^ - s T(ffy good water having to e 

fetC S 

The W iS ^ 16S - 

September 11, 1889. 


No. 117. 

Admiralty to Foreign Office.-(Keceieed September 26.) 

• • to\Ssmit 

Sl1 ’ I AM commanded by my ^“^“Xry'of“state, copy of a letter, dated the 
herewith, for the Her Majesty’s ship “ Gannet, respecting 

15th ultimo, from the Officer co 5 of affairs at Suakm. 

his proceedings ,n cenneetion am, ^ MACG BEGOB. 









Inclosure in No. 117. 


Commander Corfe to Vice-Admiral Sir A. Hoskins. 

SiVj “ Gannett at Suakin, August 15, 1889. 

I HAVE the honour to report that I left Suez in the ship under my command 
on the 5th instant, and arrived here this evening. On the way down I called in at 
Mersa Halaib, remaining there four days. 

2. At the recommendation of the Staff Surgeon I delayed my departure from 
Suez so as to give the sick a better chance of recovery. 

3. On the passage down I regret to say that thirteen cases of fever were added to 
the list, although the weather was comparatively cool. 

At Mersa Halaib I found everything quiet; the native Bishariens had mustered 
a s ma ll force and dm on the Dervishes from their position at Agumlioe, completely 
clearing the country of them and opening up the road between that place and Suakin, 
which is now altogether free of rebels. 

4. Everything ai Suakin and neighbourhood is quiet, but I have not had time to 
procure detailed information of the state of all airs here, as T am desirous of sending 
this away by mail leaving to-morrow morning. 

Her Majesty’s Consul having obtained sick leave, t take over the Consular duties 
to-morrow. 

Your cypher telegram of the 22nd ultimo uas no! received until my arrival here 
this evening. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) -T. H. COBEE. 


No. 118. 

Mr. Clarke to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received September 28.) 

(No. 313. Confidential.) 

My Lord, Cairo, September 18, 1889, 

I HAVE the honour to inclose herewith copy of a despatch which I have 
received from Commander Corfe, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Suakin, reporting 
on the situation of affairs at that place. 

Commander Corfe severely criticizes the measures which have been taken by 
Colonel Holled Smith for driving out the Dervishes by supplying the friendly tribes 
•with food and arms. This policy, as I have already had the honour to inform your 
Lordship, has now beeu abandoned. 

1 -would venture to point out that the report, mentioned in the inclosed despatch, 
that Osman Digna was about to invest Suakin, has been absolutely contradicted by 
Colonel Smith. This report, as well as some other unfounded statements, first 
appeared in telegrams to the “Times,” and ha\e been traced to a source whence 
information is to "be treated with suspicion, if not incredulity. 

Your Lordship will see from the inclosed telegram from the Governor of Suakin 
that there is, according to his opinion, no reason lo fear complications in consequence 
of the adoption of his suggestions, and that there is not the least cause for anxiety in 
the matter. 

I beg to give the following extracts from information received from Suakin by 
the Intelligence Department, Egyptian Head-quarters. They give a considerable 
insight into the present position of alfaiis there. 

licporteis state: That the lladendowas who are with Mohammed Moussa have 
no inclination to fight their own kind, and would join any movement against the 
Dervishes if it Avas strong enough, though they meanwhile do not mind posing as 
Dervishes, as it gives them an excuse to raid cattle, besides which they have no means 
of subsistence. 

**•»«** 

An Arab from Erkoweot reports: He has come in to bring news. It was at 
first reported that 1,700 Baggaras were leaving Tokar. They arrived at Erkoweet 
yesterday morning (the 2Gth August). They number exactly 800. They are half- 
starved. They ate their transport camels on the Avay. They have thirty horses, 
which are of little use, and 100 rifles. He states that the Erkoweet Sheikhs have sent 


him in to see what the Government intends to do. ^Yofoin^^any movement of the 
of assisting Mohammed Moussa, and will be very >d to j J f 00 d, 

they really mean 

this, and that this is the general opinion of the tribes. # * 

The whole Dervish force at Tokar is aboutM,400 mon.^eludin^, ^ G irget to 
now at Erkoweet and another part}, said to ri fl e s given by the 

Kassala. It is reported that a ioiee of <->> Girget himself is going to 

Italians, are a few days’ distant from Tokar.Aou uug 

Kassala. , . ... ,i„ v m to 30 th August) from Tokar 

Many Hadendowas came m duung the y ( though Osman 

and Erkoweet. They report there is no The latter 

endeavours to make the Arabs go there and supp recalled most 

has heard that a force of Hadendowas jib commg to atoUg diroctions . 

of his raiding parties who have been baking out tor food a* * 

Some Hadendowas from ErkoAveet repoi’t : ^now with him 

August) Mohammed Moussa wanted to s ® f tort w liieh the tribes were 
to Sinkit. These demanded a numboithat they could not 

demanded to be sent back to Tokar. ^ ^ * 

Several Hadcndowa-Halanga tribes ofman that the state of 

increases daily. A few days ago they openly Ymprovc it. A few days 

lei ItaU port St Om-Koban, near Takdara, and 

killed several men. 

1 cannot help thinking that Commander Corfe has been somewhat influenced in 

his remarks by the opinions of Mr. Wyk. 0 . ^ d rcmo val of certain huts 

My attention had already been ca Amo- and I had had some convcrsa- 

from the vicinity of the Government build 0 £ ®* now keen s0 good as to furnish 

tion with Colonel Kitchener on the subject. IK K to f ransm it herewith) 

me with a short Memorandum copy of wind JA to inclo9c copy of t be correspon- 
explaining the circumstances of the c< • « .+1 on ^is particular point, 

deuce between Mr. Wyldc and Colone alluding to this matter, had it not 

I Should not have bound to ventilate ” the 

been that Mr. Wyldc m his letter states that he win 

alleged grievance. I have, &c. 

(Signed) E. S. CLARKE. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 118. 

Acting Consul Corfe to Mr. Clarke. 

Suakin , August 30,1889. 

Sk ’ I HAVE the honour to report that I took over the duties of Acting Consul from 

Mr. Barnham of the 16th instant. Colonel Holled Smith, in 

Since Mr. Barnham s despatch of the ^ ^ Hadendowas 

an^ Amarars (WO^n all)! who started awiy with the avowed intention ot attackmg 

MOU Beyon S d“.akfng a raid cmthe ttey’’havf'inow 

they appear to have done no o» ‘ 0 lnect having meanwhile been supplied with 
a-ain set out with the same p VP o U lts of theso raids has been to provoke Osman 
Sney and dhurra. The immediate re suit of these^i‘^“horned Ahumd, a nephew of 

Digna into making reprisals and lie ‘ anll „ i )a „l of 300 Hadendowas 

the late M^i^c]. with 1,000^ ^ ^ Digna at sinkat, and afterwards, 

a8 be threatens, to invest Suakin and stop trade. 

[ 161 ] 
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Colonel Holled Smith is very confident that his plan of inciting the tribes to 
combine against Osman will succeed, and assures me that Sinkat is almost certain to 
fall into their hands. He is tr ery sanguine that the wavering Hadondowas and 
Amarars, as well as other tribes now under Osman Digna s rule, will join forces with 
those already in the pay of the Egyptian Government, and he does not believe in the 
reputed strength of Osman. On the other hand, the resident merchants and those 
who, owing to their long and intimate relations with the Soudan, deserve some 
credence, altogether scout the idea of this plan succeeding. They point to 
other attempts of a similar nature, all of which have iailed. They declare that the 
only object of the so-called “ Friendlies ” is to get as much as they can out ol the 
Government, and they ridicule the idea of these men fighting against their own 

fellow-tribesmen. ... , , 

Of course, when there is such a divergence of opinion, it is impossible tor me to 
do more than record the facts as they stand. That the “ Friendlies ” have hitherto 
been playing a fast and loose game is, I think, beyond doubt. Whether they now 
seriously intend to combine and crush Osman Digna depends, in my opinion, entire y 
upon the strength or otherwise of the latter. Tf, on reaching Sinkat, they find 
Moussa Digna’s men ready to come over to them, their numbers would then be 
considerably swelled, and they might then attack Osman with a fair chance of 

That the tribes would be glad to free themselves of lus tyranny there can be no 
possible doubt, and the matter would be settled beyond all question if the Egyptian 
Government were only allowed, as Colonel Holled Smith urges, to place two -Black 
battalions in the field. In the latter case, the tribes would rally round them, and 
drive the Dervishes out of the country, as they are all heartily sick of Mahdnsm and. 
its results. But, as those who disapprove of the present policy of the Government 
assert, it is not likely that the “ Friendlies ” will risk an engagement m which they arc 
at all likely to be defeated, which would place them in the position of having made 
enemies of their fellow-tribesmen, and bring down on them the vengeance ot Usman 

° At Agig great irritation has been caused by the conduct of the Egyptian Govern¬ 
ment in ordering several houses to be removed from a certain part of the town in 
order to build a military wall on the site. The tenants have been refused all 
compensation on the ground that the land is Government property. Several of them 
have squatted there for many years, and a deputation waited on the Governor-General 
the other day, and upon being refused any remuneration, threatened to remove to 
Massowah and place themselves under Italian protection. 

Whether the Government is within its right in refusing to compensate the 
tenants is neither here nor there. There can, however, be no doubt that a high-handed 
policy of this sort is not conducive to a speedy settlement of the Soudan question, and 
it is not surprising that the natives are driven to seek protection elsewhere. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. COBFE. 


Inclosurc 2 in No. 118. 

Colonel Holled Smith to Major-General Sir F. Grenfell. 

(Telegraphic.) Suahin, September 8, 1889. 

SITUATION quiet. Baggaras at Erkoweet have quarrelled with Moussa Digna; 
<, 0 ne to Onriba. Mahmoud Bey and Sheikhs still confident of eventual success ot 
tribes in driving foreigners from country if assisted, but I have decided, on account ol 
weakness of Hadendowa co-operation, to suspend all aid for present. Arab force dis¬ 
banded. Agency need not fear complications, nor is there the least cause lor anxiety. 
T'okar Dervishes received news of Nejumi’s defeat from own sources hitherto un¬ 
believed, and many report Arabs combined expelled Dervishes from Kassala district. 
Latter requires confirmation, but is believed at Tokar. These reports, added 
attitude of surrounding tribes, cause Dervishes uneasiness. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 118. 

Memorandum. 

A1UK, or Agig, used to be| a intent'Wildings ami a lavas 

mosque ^ ^ £ 

“ by °" ly onc •* 

two fishermen, and which is now called•“} • . ttc Govom mcnt Office, where the 

The only masonry building on the isl d buiMing , containing only 

a iinsoncrs^room^and^ffic^e.^ AlMhc^ oilier^dwelhngs^i^u^island^ arc 

^ ^ t0 the o„vem- 

There can bo no doubt about c \ only been there a short tunc, and bv 

esaass ss. —- - - 1 

never been given. . . i , u ic Governor-General got the lands. 

The giving p^oodwt, and acknowledge an up to the 

would, in my opinion, establish a dan,eio i 

present unknown right. (Signed) H. 11. KI1CIILNEB. 

September 18, 1889. 


Inclosurc 4 in No. 118. 

Mr A B. Wylde to Colonel Holled Smith. 

St^SCo“ igrated U Arabia have on the land 
‘ WS It perfectly willing to allow ^t^oTpa^i 3V? *-c 

tough thcii^wives ri^h^^avo l iiovcr”been defined, ? and whose position 

hp arrived at ? Those interested wth mt.at a 1 ^ x £c . u . t be decision anived 

sce a handle given to the Italians o m O ut°of’ tlicir homes is [hi cl adhere 

t0 'tmsure torn what 1 

raise a question that can only hung anora 

may he pursued ? ^Believe me, 


Inelosure 5 in No. 118. 


Colonel Holled Smith to Mr. A. B. IVt/ldc. 

My dear Sir, Suakin, August 26, 1889. 

I AM in receipt of your letter of to-day’s date inclosing 1 a Petition from Abdullah 
Marzook, of Agig. 

I shall be obliged by your returning it to him, as Petitions should be presented 
personally, or should be forwarded through the usual channel. 

Yours, &c. 

(Signed) HOLLED SMITH. 









